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EDITOR’S NOTE
JOHN ARMSTRONG
As we get ready for
another pinch-yourself-to-make-sureit’s-real season of
speed events, there
is sobering news:
I’m the new Editor
of Velocity. Sandy
Isaac has decided
to step down from
the job after producing nine memorable editions of the
magazine over the last two years. His departure
is a tremendous loss, and I’ll just pledge to try my
darnedest to uphold the standard of excellence he
established. I’m grateful to be working with a stellar team: Production Manager Andrew Weyman,
Photo Editor Cathy Robson, and our new Art Director Kevin Favell.
I first became interested in Porsches in 1971
at the tender age of 18, when I got a summer job
at a Porsche-Audi dealership in Pasadena washing
customers’ cars. The pay was the legal minimum
of $2.25/hr, but I lucked into a perk. Four-time national SCCA C-Production champion Alan Johnson,
who happened to be vice-president of the company, needed a dispensable employee to tow his
914-6 race car across the country to Donnybrook
Racetrack in Minnesota so he could give a driving
clinic there. I was that employee.
Johnson took me out for a few laps, in the rain.
His hands and feet moved so quickly I felt like I was
watching an animated cartoon. I couldn’t believe
how fast we were going, and I was thrilled beyond
words. Suddenly, to my horror, we were spinning. I
shot a glance over at Johnson. He was calmly gathering the car in after one complete revolution. He
turned to me with a maniacal grin and said, “Too
bad the track’s not wetter. We’d really have some
fun.” I forced a tight smile back. Then he put the
throttle to the floor.
That moment seared indelibly into my consciousness. But driving a race car seemed an unat-

tainable goal to me, and I forced it to the back of
my list of things to do before I die. Over the next
several decades, I kept my adrenal glans in shape
through whitewater kayaking, surfing, hang-gliding,
mountaineering, and back-country skiing. I finally
treated myself to a Porsche several years back,
and I began to make up for lost time.
After innumerable track days with all the So
Cal clubs, I found home with the POC and its excellent instructors (shout-out to my mentor John
“Otto” Williamson); I haven’t strayed since. To my
surprise, I discovered three other people from my
high school in the club: John Gordon, Cathy Robson, and Dave Bruder. Figures John would be one
of the best drivers. That punk had a Porsche in
high school.
A couple of years ago, I started writing for Velocity and helping Sandy edit articles. I came to
understand just what a grassroots publication this
is: Like the club, it runs strictly through volunteer
efforts. We need writers and photographers to cover our driving events and Porsche-related topics of
interest. You might have had an amazing experience building your race car. Share it. Maybe you
want to learn more about a certain club member.
Interview the person. If you have a Porsche shop or
you manufacture parts, write about what you do. If
you want to describe your development as a driver, go for it. We like the personal slant at Velocity.
Feel free to email me your ideas at velocityeditor@
gmail.com. Your articles and photos will earn you
service points and Porsche bucks.		
In this first issue of 2012, we report on the
Thunderhill pilgrimage, the last couple of PDS
events, and the Racers Clinic, and we offer a taste
of Buttonwillow and the Willow Springs Finale. We
tell you about the awards served up at our lavish
Annual Banquet, and we introduce you to the recipients of the club’s highest honors, Driver of the
Year and Member of the Year. As a bonus, we put
you behind the wheel of the new Porsche 911 GT3
R Hybrid 2.0.  
I hope you find it entertaining. If not, complain
to Sandy and Andrew. They volunteered me. V

Never driven with the POC?

Take advantage of this great offer. Join the club and come to one of our Performance Driving Series
events, and we will give you $95 off your next event!
Members, refer a new driver to a POC event and earn 50 Porsche bucks!
Go to porscheclub.com for details.
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Photo: Cathy Robson/Virtual
Access Photo

CONTENTS

Notes
Editor		
3
President		
5
On The Track
Willow Finale
PDS Finale
PDS Infield
Thunderhill
Buttonwillow

16
20
32
22
36

2011 Awards
Driver of the Year		 6
Member of
the Year		 8
56th Annual
Banquet
12
Driver Insights
Racers Clinic
The 911 GT3 R
Hybrid 2.0
Business
Calendar
Club Financial
Statement

18
28
11
39

MARCH 2012
2012 •• VELOCITY
VELOCITY 33
MARCH

The most comprehensive service HERGESHEIMER
and race shop in Orange County. M O T O R S P O R T S

Street Track
Since 1979 Hergesheimer MotorSports has been dedicated to exclusively providing quality
dependable service for your Porsche automobiles.
Expert mechanical repair and maintenance are the cornerstones of our business. We
offer complete repairs for Porsche race and street cars.
Engine and transmission rebuilds, suspension overhauls and set-up, brake system
upgrades, and reliability improvements are all performed in our own local facility.
Hergesheimer MotorSports is available to support your entire Porsche racing experience. We offer assistance in purchasing, building, preparing, maintaining, developing, racing,
transporting, storing, and even driver instruction. Over 30 years of experience in the Porsche
racing industry has given us the knowledge needed to help you enjoy your experience on and
off the track.
We carry a full line of quality racing products including suspension, brake, engine and
transmission components, custom exhaust systems, roll bars and cages, safety equipment,
data acquisition, engine management systems, performance software and more.
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949 458-7223
hergesheimer.com
hrgruppe.com

FROM THE

PRESIDENT
M I K E TA K A K I
The start of a new
racing year. I love
this time. Everyone
is excited about a
new season of funfilled POC driving
— some of you with
new cars, or new
designs on the cars,
some with anticipation of moving to
the next series of
driving, others with
hopes of driving well in the next class up. Many are
waiting to try that new line on track or to push the
edge of the envelope a little further to get that extra
.1 second. Yes, it’s probably one of the best times
of the year for us.
This is also the time when we thank the outgoing members of the Board of Directors and all
the committees that make this club work. Thanks
to Leonard Schenkel and Bruce Wells for their contributions while serving on our Board. Thanks to
Terry Davis for planning a wonderful banquet for
us. What a great turnout, and what a party. Thanks
to Joel Lepoutre for organizing a successful contributions campaign for our Laguna fundraiser for
Juvenile Diabetes. A very special thanks to Steve
Parker and his members of the Competition Committee for persevering in their often thankless jobs.
And I’m not forgetting Laurie, who is so essential
with the club administration.
Please take time to introduce yourself to Jim
Steedman and Andrew Weyman, the newly elected

freshmen on the Board. They join Marty Mehterian
and me, who were re-elected. Rounding out the
Board are incumbents Carolyn Pappas, Martin
Schacht, and Kip Waterhouse. This is your Board
for the year, and I encourage you to engage us with
new ideas you may have, issues that you would like
to bring up, and problems that you are experiencing. Or, let us know if everything is just fine and
you’re having a good time. I had a number of you
tell me you had a good season and enjoyed the
club immensely last year. I deeply appreciate those
comments since much of my time is taken dealing
with issues and drama. Yes, we have some drama.
Comments like these refocus me on the positive
things that are going on within the club.
Since it is the beginning of the year, I would
also like to remind you to take the time to plan
your season. If you are going for a championship,
make sure you know the rules about winning
the points and earning enough service points to
qualify. Our championships are for the season,
not just for one race, time trial, or PDS event, so
you have to get yourself familiar with the process.
Learn the parts of the GCRs that apply to you.
They are complex for many, but so is racing. If you
find yourself with a question, it’s best to ask a
knowledgeable member.
One last thing I would like to encourage: get
involved! You’ll meet a lot of nice people, make
friends, and learn more about your car and driving
than you probably want to know.
Have a great season. V
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MIKE
MONSALVE

Words: John Armstrong

The old ‘87

Photo: Jeff Melnik

Driver of the Year

DRIVER OF THE YEAR

W

hat’s the big deal about Mike Monsalve, anyway? You always hear his name mentioned in
a hushed, reverential tone. I’ve heard drivers
describe their own racing prowess by telling me they “once beat Monsalve.” Say the
name; let it roll off the tongue; linger on the
final syllable. Mon-sol-vaayyy. . . If ever there
was a guy whose last name predestined him for racing greatness,
this is the one.
Ok, but superstition and lore aside, why are we giving Monsalve
the club’s most coveted driving award — for the second time? That’s
right, Mike won this award back in 2006. At that time, he was racing
his well-known black ‘87 Turbo Carrera, which he sold in the middle of last season to Eric Olberz. And what did he replace it with? A
“fresher” ‘87 Turbo Carrera. You can’t miss his gorgeous red #87 car
out at the head of the pack in the Orange Races.
Mike races in R5, which is indisputably the
most competitive class in the club. Look at the
seasoned racers he’s up against: ‘09 Driver of the
Year Steve Alarcon, Competition Director Steve
Parker, Athan Aronis, Carl Tofflemeyer, Kip Waterhouse, Rob Tachovsky, Craig Trask, Jim Steedman
— the list goes on. Twenty two drivers competed
in R5 during 2011, and a goodly number of them
were regulars.
Mike raced in all 17 races of the series last
year, finished first in 12, and second in 4. His total
of 340 points was 119 more than second place Parker’s 211.
So who is this guy? Mike got his start in life in Norris, Illinois in
1963, but grew up in Santa Cruz. He’s a guitarist who used to play in
bands, but he gave that up to run a business he’s owned for 25 years,
LA Music, which distributes professional audio gear. He favors “rock
and jazz and everything in between.”
In the paddock, Monsalve is known as modest, gracious, and
unassuming. With a little smile playing about the corners of his
mouth, he exudes tranquility. You won’t see him in heated discussions in impound after a race, and you will never find him boasting
in the internet forums about his bold last-lap passes for victories.
In 1990, Monsalve bought his first Porsche, that black ‘87 Turbo
Carrera, and he wasted no time in taking it out to an event sponsored by PCA at a police autocross-type course near Riverside. His
first instructor was the famed Dino Crescentini. Right away, Monsalve got the bug and found out about the POC. He started going to
driving events at the Streets of Willow, where a member talked him

into geting a slower car to learn momentum. He parked the Turbo
Carrera and bought a 944 Turbo, which he time trialed and raced in
the JI class.
Over a period of two or three years, Monsalve went through the
entire licensing process with the POC. Dwain Dement, one of his
instructors, still tells a story about riding with Mike in Phoenix. On
the first lap Monsalve took Turn 1 way too fast and almost lost it. He
did the same thing on the second lap, the third, and every other lap.
At the end of the session, Dwain got out of the car, shaken. “I was
scared out of my mind, but he made it,” Dwain recalls. “And I had
nothing to say, because I had nothing to teach him.”
Monsalve made his POC Cup racing debut in 2002, winning the
R7 class and the prestigious Rookie of the Year award. In ‘03 he decided to race the Turbo Carrera and entered the R5 class for the
first time. He finished second in ‘04 and ‘05 to Kevin Roush. After
Roush left club racing for the pro ranks in ‘06,
Monsalve took top honors in R5. And that was the
year he first won Driver of the Year. For the next
three years Alarcon was his nemesis, beating him
all three years. But in 2010, Monsalve decisively
won back the championship, and of course he
repeated in 2011.
As has been noted in this magazine previously, Monsalve is a student of racecraft who prepares extensive strategies for every turn on every
track in anticipation of his opponents’ moves,
and he practices off-line constantly to prepare for
real race situations. He has also spent test days at the track with
Parker (who set up his car to perfection) and Roush (who helped
him hone his racing skills).
Mike says the biggest highlights of his racing career have been
winning Tribute to Le Mans twice — in ‘08 and ‘09 — partnering with
Blake Rosser in Rosser’s RSR. “In that Cup car, everything just happened a hell of a lot faster, but it felt like a glove I’d been wearing for
many years.”
So what’s in his future? Well, he might just be shopping around
for a Cup car. We would suggest that GTC drivers keep a sharp eye
out in the near future for a quick and relentless new car in the Red
Race group.
Mike notes that the draw of POC events for some people is the
camaraderie and the “family” feel. But that’s not what he’s about. He
comes basically for one reason: “The competition. These guys are
the best amateur racers in the world, and I just love to race them.
That’s it, really. I’ve never lost the addiction.” V

“These guys
are the best
amateur racers
in the world, and
I just love to
race them.”
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Oh, to be young. A
race queen congratulates Leonard after a
victory in 1970. After
this photo was taken,
Leonard impulsively
kissed her. Driving
away, he was chagrined to see her in
his rearview mirror
wiping her mouth.

Member of the Year

Words: John Armstrong

Leonard Schenkel

Leonard in the thick of things, as usual.
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In 1972 Leonard raced the 912 for Dick Lovell,
who owned Performance Products.

MEMBER OF THE YEAR

Y

ou haven’t seen him around at our events lately,
but his hand is everywhere.
Do you wonder how our track insurance gets
handled? Ever thought about who wrote the word
document for the GCRs and the club’s bylaws and
keeps them up to date? Or who created the spreadsheet that keeps track of members, payments, and
event registrations? Who tallies competition and service points and
POC bucks? Who designed that beautiful calendar last year? Who
handles those plaques and trophies we all spend so much money
trying to win? And who the heck do you go to when you’re confused
about a club rule?
You’d think we were talking about five different people in an
all-volunteer club, but no. It’s just Leonard, a 79-year old man who
has the dedication and energy of five people.
“Lenny has done more work behind the
scenes than any member around. He bleeds
POC,” says President Mike Takaki.
“I do things myself,” admits Leonard.
“That’s my mantra, I’m sorry to say. I’m my own
worst enemy. But I know I’ll get it done the way
I like it.”
He gets it done alright. Leonard has
served on the Board of Directors nine years.
He was Treasurer for four years, and he’s been
Secretary for the last three. He won Member of
the Year in 2001, and he was once the Service
Points Champ.
Leonard was born in 1933 in Washington, DC. He attended the
Citadel and University of Maryland, graduating in 1957 with an Engineering degree. JPL hired him right out of college to do environmental testing; he moved out west and never left.
Porsches? He’s had a few: a 912, then a 904, a couple of 914
cars, a 920, a 964, 911, a Cayenne — eight in all. We know him best
for his red ‘87 Carrera Targa, with the name “Sugar Schenkel” emblazoned across the roofline.
Oh yeah, he’s also done some racing. He joined the club in the
early ‘60s. At the time the POC had only been around for a decade,
and the club was just doing DEs and meetings. He started out driving in the DEs with a ‘59 convertible D. The car didn’t really perform that well, but he soon became passionate about motorsports.

In 1965 he bought a ‘58 Speedster race car and began racing with
the SCCA in Riverside and Ontario. The highlight of his early racing
career was making it to the regional finals at Road Atlanta.
But then life intervened. He had kids, he started his own business, he joined a barbershop quartet, his priorities changed — and
he dropped out of racing for a dozen years.
But he missed the excitement, the stimulation — the competition. In 1993 he rejoined the club. When he came back, it was with a
vengeance. He bought that ‘87 Carrera and converted it into a race
car immediately.
The POC was not yet a wheel-to-wheel racing club in the ‘90s, so
Leonard racked up several Time Trial and Slalom championships in
J stock class. After the club added Cup racing to the lineup, Leonard
was R7 Champ in ‘03, ‘06, and ‘07. In addition he was Competition
Points Champ in 2007.
Two years ago at home, Leonard suffered
a grand mal seizure that came with no warning
and no prior medical condition. At the time he
was one event away from winning the R7 championship, but after the incident he decided not
to compete in the final race. Although there has
been no recurrence, he hasn’t been on the track
since.
“I so wanted to be racing after my 80th
birthday, but I don’t want to jeopardize other
guys by going out on track. What am I going
to do?”
When it’s all said and done, Leonard takes a practical philosophical stance: “If you want to win or have an opportunity to win, you
have to take the time to prepare your car and handle all the details.
Cars are a great metaphor for life. The only difference is you can restore them.”
Leonard is finally retiring from the Board, and I asked him what
the club has meant to him. “It means so much,” he answered. “First,
it’s an area where I could energize myself and energize other people.
And it’s a team. It’s gratifying that the things we’ve done in 20 years
have helped improve the club immensely. Our appeal is competitive
driving. We are good at racing. We have the loose ends all tied up.”
And finally, “You can drive with other clubs, but in the POC you
can be a member of the family.”
Thanks for being the patriarch, Leonard. V

“First, it’s an
area where I
could energize
myself and
energize other
people.”
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ELEPHANT RACING

www.elephantracing.com

Performance Suspension
visit www.elephantracing.com

Performance suspension
Performance suspension
products for Porsche cars
997, 996, Boxster, Cayman
911, 930, 914
944

NEW For 996, 997, Boxster, Cayman
- GT3-Type Lower Control Arms
- Rear Toe Links
- Rear Upper Control Arms
- Front Tie Rods

All Fully Adjustable, Fully Weather Sealed

www.elephantracing.com

408-297-2789

San Jose, California

www.elephantracing.com
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408-297-2789

PORSCHE OWNERS CLUB CALENDAR
DATE

TRACK

EVENT

March 9-11

Spring Mountain Raceway
Pahrump, Nevada

Cup Races & Time Trial #3 and #4,
Racers Clinic #1

March 24-25

Pomona Fairplex

PDS #4 and #5

April 21-22

Willow Springs Raceway
Triple Crown Event

All Club, Cup Races and Time Trial #5 and #6, PDS exhibition

May 19-20

Streets of Willow

PDS #6 and #7

June 1-3

Auto Club Speedway, Fontana
“Tribute to LeMans”

4-hour Enduro, Cup Races and Time Trial #7, PDS exhibition
(Sunday only)

July 28-29

Pomona Fairplex

PDS #8 and #9

August 24-26

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca POC Charity
Fundraiser

Cup Races and Time Trial #8 and #9

September 8-9

Streets of Willow

PDS Drivers Clinic #2 Saturday and PDS #10 Sunday

September 29-30

Auto Club Speedway, Fontana

Cup Races and Time Trial #10 and #11

October 13-14

Auto Club Speedway

PDS #11 and #12 and Time Trial #12 and #13 (Infield Road
Course)

October 27-28

Infineon RacewayA

Cup Races #12 and #13 with PRC and NASA

December 1-2

Willow Springs Raceway

Cup Races and Time Trial #14 and #15, Racers Clinic #2

FRIENDSHIP, COMPETITION, AND FUN

Rookie of the Year
Dave Elliott

Most Improved Driver
Guido Rietdyk

Kip and
DrewRobson/Virtual
Waterhouse, Overall
Enduro
Winners,
Words: Andrew D.Weyman Pictures:
Cathy
Access
Photo
displaying all their booty

Words: Andrew D.Weyman Pictures: Cathy Robson/Virtual Access Photo
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T

he POC 56th Annual Banquet was held on January
14, 2012 at the Old Ranch Country Club. It truly was
a celebration of our members and their outstanding
achievements during 2011. Terry Davis and Carolyn
Pappas did a fantastic job of planning and supervising
the festivities. Drew Waterhouse hosted with his usual
flair, and Jeff Erickson produced yet another very entertaining track video.
Following our annual meeting, special awards were presented, raffle tickets were drawn, and Series Champions received their
plaques and trophies. Special President’s Recognition Awards were
presented to Jim Steedman and Patrick Brass for their outstanding
contributions to 2011’s PDS events, and to Andrew Weyman and Sandy Isaac for their contributions to Velocity magazine. Regan Steedman plowed away with the “John Deere” Weed Harvesting Award.
The Joel Ratliff Memorial Spirit of the POC Award went to Craig
Trask. Dave Elliot was named Rookie of the Year. Most Improved
Driver went to Guido Reitdyk . Carolyn Pappas was presented with
the Service Points Championship and Mike Takaki took home the
Topper Chasse Memorial Competition Points Award. Member of the
Year went to Leonard Schenkel, who told us to “Keep driving those
cars!” The Bill Bartee Memorial Driver of the Year Award was presented to Mike Monsalve.
While Cathy Robson took photos of the winners, raffle tickets
were drawn. Richard Kline won multiple times. Leland McArthy won
two, $200 gift certificates from Pacific Porsche. Dana Kemper won
a gift certificate for 50% off a swaybar and drop link kit from Tarett
Engineering, something I’m sure the Kemper boys will redeem. In
an ironic twist, Laura Hergesheimer won a gift certificate from Werks
2! A big thank you to all our raffle item donors including Guido Reitdyk, Speed Gallery, Elephant Racing, Mechanix Gloves, Yokohama
Tires, Marty Mehterian, and Next Image 3D for supplying outstanding raffle prizes.
The biggest prizes were awarded to the winners of the JE Pistons Enduro Series. The Enduro series was open to “unlimited” and
“handicapped” competitors at the Tribute of LeMans, with points being assigned to all drivers based on their finishing position at the
event. These points carried forward to the next events, which were
held at Buttonwillow and Thunderhill. In the latter two races drivers
could choose to run alone, team up with someone else, or remain
with the same co-driver.
At Tribute, Drew Waterhouse (driving GT2 in #919) and Kip Waterhouse (driving V3/R5 in #79) won first place points in the handicapped group race. At Buttonwillow, Drew and Kip both drove Kip’s
car to a Fourth Place finish. At Thunderhill, they drove their own cars
again and finished First. At each Enduro, father and son won $200
gift certificates from JE Pistons. Mike Takaki was the leader in points
going into the last race at Thunderhill, and on the first lap, his right
rear suspension broke. Mike still had enough points to finish Third
for the series. Dan Aspesi accumulated enough points for Second
Place. At the banquet, JE Pistons awarded $500 gift certificates to
each of the First Place Waterhouses, $250 to Dan Aspesi for Second
Place, and $100 to Mike Takaki for Third Place. Engine Builders Supply awarded an $1,000 gift certificate for First Place, $500 for Second
Place, and $250 for Third Place. Thank you, JE Pistons and Engine
Builders Supply, for your incredible generosity and support of our
Enduro Series!
The ballroom at the Old Ranch Country Club was filled with
smiling faces. Those smiles told the story of friendship, competition,
and fun. If you were there, you know exactly what I mean. If you
weren’t, don’t miss next year’s festivities! V

56th ANNUAL BANQUET

Cup Racing Champs
Jeffrey Schmidt, GT4
Walter Airth, R8
Guido Rietdyk, GTC-3
Dave Elliott, R6
Joel Lepoutre, BSR

Cup Racing Champs
Paul Young, R7
Carolyn Pappas, R9
Jim Copp, GT1
Glenwood Gum, R9S

Cup Racing Champs
Dan Aspesi, GT2
John Gordon, GT3
Mike Monsalve, R5
John Armstrong, R3

Cup Racing 2nd Place
Steve Vandecar, GT4
Shahin Mobine, GT3
Rick Mills, R7
Eric Oviatt, BSR
Steve Parker, R5

Cup Racing 3rd Place
Steve Alarcon, R5
Marty Mehterian, GT2
Martin Schacht, R6
Bob Ehrman, GT3
Leland McArthy, BSR
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56th ANNUAL BANQUET

PDS Champs
Marty Mehterian, GT2
Mark Low, GT6
Patrick Brass, JP
Rochelle Booth, MS
Kevin Favell, CSX

Time Trial Champs
Jeremy Bernath, V2
Walter Airth, HP
Guido Rietdyk, GTC-3
Dave Eliott, V4
Drew Waterhouse, GT2

PDS Champs
Eric Oviatt, BSR
Michael Takaki, V4
Drake Kemper, BSX
Keith Shishido, NS

Time Trial Champs
Mark Low, GT6
Carolyn Pappas, GP
John Armstrong, V1
Paul Young, IP
Brent Gokbudak, JP
George Meeker, NP

PDS 2nd Place
Don Neville, JP
William Marcy, BSR
Glenn Orton, KS
Derek Kemper, BSX

Time Trial Champs
Steve Alarcon, V3
Eric Oviatt, BSR
Martin Schacht, K1
Drake Kemper, BSX
Steve Vandecar, GT4

Time Trial 2nd Place
Nathan Johnson, BSR
Jeffrey Schmidt, GT3
Derek Kemper, BSX

John Deere Award
Regan Steedman

Time Trial 2nd Place
Kip Waterhouse, V3
Don Neville, JP
Marty Mehterian, GT2
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56th ANNUAL BANQUET

Above: Competition Points Champ Mike Takaki could use a wheelbarrow.
Top right: Andrew Weyman, President’s Special Award winner;
Terry Davis, Banquet Co-organizer
Bottom right: Laurie Taylor, Club Savior;
Carolyn Pappas, Service Points Champ and Banquet Co-organizer.

2011 Champions
PDS CHAMPIONSHIP 1st PLACE
BSR		
ERIC OVIATT
BSX		
DRAKE KEMPER
CSX		
KEVIN FAVELL
GT2		
MARTY MEHTERIAN
GT6
MARK LOW
J-IMPROVED		 CHRISANDROPOULOS
J-PREPARED		
PATRICK BRASS
K-STOCK		
BRIAN GREEN		
M-STOCK		
ROCHELLE BOOTH		
N-STOCK		
KEITH SHISHIDO
V3
CRAIG TRASK
V4
MICHAEL TAKAKI
PDS CHAMPIONSHIP 2nd PLACE
BSR
WILLIAM MARCY
BSX
DEREK KEMPER
CSX
MICHAEL CLARK
J-PREPARED
DON NEVILLE
K-STOCK
GLEN ORTON
PDS CHAMPIONSHIP 3rd PLACE
BSR
ALEX BERMUDEZ
TIME TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIP 1st PLACE
BSR
ERIC OVIATT
BSX
DRAKE KEMPER

GP
GT2
GT3
GT4
GT6
GTC-3
H-PREPARED
I- IMPROVED
J-PREPARED
K-IMPROVED
N-IMPROVED
V-1
V-2
V-3
V-4

CAROLYN PAPPAS
DREW WATERHOUSE
GUENTER ENZ
STEVE VANDECAR
MARK LOW
GUIDO RIETDYK
WALTER AIRTH
PAUL YOUNG
BRENT GOKBUDAK
MARTIN SCHACHT
GEORGE MEEKER
JOHN ARMSTRONG
JEREMY BERNATH
STEVE ALARCON
DAVE ELLIOT

CUP RACE CHAMPIONSHIP 1st PLACE
BSR
JOEL LEPOUTRE
GT1
JIM COPP
GT2
DAN ASPESI
GT3
JOHN GORDON
GT4
JEFFREY SCHMIDT
GTC-3
GUIDO RIETDYK
R-3
JOHN ARMSTRONG
R-5
MIKE MONSALVE
R-6
DAVE ELLIOT
R-7
PAUL YOUNG
R-8
WALTER AIRTH
R-9
CAROLYN PAPPAS
R-9S/GSR
GLENWOOD GUM
CUP RACE CHAMPIONSHIP 2nd PLACE
BSR
ERIC OVIATT
GT2
DREW WATERHOUSE
GT3
SHAHIN MOBINE
GT4
STEVE VANDECAR
R-5
STEVE PARKER
R-6
MICHAEL TAKAKI
R-7
RICK MILLS

TIME TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIP 2nd PLACE
BSR
WILLIAM MARCY
BSX
DEREK KEMPER
CSX
MICHAEL CLARK
J-PREPARED
DON NEVILLE
K-STOCK
GLENN ORTON

CUP RACE CHAMPIONSHIP 3rd PLACE
BSR
LELAND MCARTHY
GT2
MARTY MEHTERIAN
GT3
BOB ERHMAN
R-5
STEVE ALARCON
R-6
MARTIN SCHACHT

TIME TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIP 3rd PLACE
BSR
ALEX BERMUDEZ

JE PISTONS ENDURO SERIES
FIRST PLACE, KIP AND DREW WATERHOUSE
SECOND PLACE, DAN ASPESI
THIRD PLACE, MIKE TAKAKI
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WONDERS
OF WILLOW

WILLOW SPRINGS INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY bookends the
Porsche Owners Club racing year. We start the season at Willow in
February with fresh cars and great aspirations, and we close out the
season there in December with somewhat less fresh cars but plenty
of anticipation. Class championships have come down to the wire,
and a consciousness-altering experience awaits the selectees to the
Racers Clinic. A lot of SoCal Porsche drivers come of age at Willow.
The Willow Springs Finale is also a time of reunion for many
POC members who haven’t been able to make it out to the track
during the season. A Club rule requires all members to come to at
least one event per year in order to retain their car numbers, and that
rule is assuredly effective. We had the best turnout of the year at the
Finale — 142 drivers.
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And although this year there actually weren’t many class
championships at stake — they’d been pretty much decided
at the double points event at Thunderhill — many drivers felt
liberated to lay down their fastest times ever on the newly reconditioned track.
There was a festive mood in the mild, mid-60s air all weekend, and it was certainly evident in the lively town hall meeting Saturday night over dinner and beers. The club addressed
important issues such as how we can build our membership
and increase event attendance, but the tone remained buoyant
throughout.
Cathy Robson and Kris Urquhart’s exuberant photos convey
the essence of that great winter weekend in the high desert. V

Photo: Cathy Robson/Virtual Access Photo

John Payne (right) and
Steve Alarcon dueling
with wheelies

Photo: Kris Urquhart

Photo: Cathy Robson/Virtual Access Photo

WILLOW SPRINGS FINALE

James Sofronas leads GMG teammate Darren Rushin around the Omega

Jeremy Bernath — best tax deduction we’ve seen in a while.
Photo: Kris Urquhart

Thomas Stone Time Trialing.

Photo: Kris Urquhart

Photo: Cathy Robson/Virtual Access Photo

Don Neville, bearing the club’s
most coveted number.

Heading up to the Omega, Sohaib Kuresi leads Les Long,
Kurt Gotbudak, and Carolyn Rouzier.

Photo: Kris Urquhart

Photo: Cathy Robson/Virtual Access Photo

John Gordon and Mike Takaki cresting the Omega

Paul Barnes and Jim Steedman keeping it tight
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RACERS CLINIC

MY HALF

“The race starts, and before I know it I am
going four wide into turn one.” Words: Jason Huang

Photo: Kriss Urquhart

Clinic drill: responding to flags.
Chris Chamberlain, George Arzente, Andrew Enz, and Blair Boyce.

Photo: Cathy Robson/Virtual Access Photo

DOT

ALL YEAR LONG I’ve looked forward to the
Racers Clinic, but I clearly remember the day
I got the email from Laurie titled, “You have
been accepted into the Racers Clinic.” It was
finally here.
I read that email three times in a row
with a level of excitement I haven’t felt since
pulling into Laguna Seca for the first time
earlier in the year. Little did I know that this
was only the beginning. I’ve heard the tales
from fellow POC members; I’ve read the stories in our very own Velocity magazine; yet
nothing could really prepare me for this intense and amazing weekend journey.
It’s written very clearly on the chalkboard the morning you walk into your first
classroom session: SHOW US. This isn’t your
local cars and coffee SHOW US. It has nothing to do with huge rims, flashy paint jobs,
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or the number of LCD screens you can fit in
the car. This is a challenge from the instructors to our entire class to show them everything we have learned since we entered the
POC – to show them we are worthy to run in
open passing safely. This is a battle cry from
our generals Marty Mehterian, Joe Kuntz,
and Dave Gardner to push ourselves and
our cars to a realm previously unknown to
us. Are we expected to run our fastest lap
times, all the while passing others, being
passed, and running side by side with our
fellow classmates? Absolutely!
Our first on-track session focused on
running side by side around the entire track,
over and over again. For many of us this was
a first, and as a result we were all driving Ms.
Daisy out there. Marty reminded us that we
should not just be running side by side, but

Jason Huang leads a Racers Clinic pack
up to the Omega.

Photo: Cathy Robson/Virtual Access Photo

Racers Clinic green flag — last event of an unforgettable learning experience.

doing it at speed! This little push from Marty
caught our attention, and we quickly picked
up the pace and showed we were ready to
do some passing. We then moved from running side by side to the Australian pursuit
and inverted starts.
Lap One, Turn One is the most excitement most of us will experience on any given race day, and we got to do this dozens
of times over the weekend! Two wide, three
wide, four wide into Turn One we went. We
were taught that you can’t win a race in that
first turn, but you sure can lose more than
just the race there. We trusted everything
we knew about our cars and ourselves, we
gave each other racing room, and we made
it through Turn One every time. What an
accomplishment! I applaud my fellow classmates. We were aggressive, we showed we
wanted to win, but we exhibited excellent
car control.
Talk about mental and emotional overload! Pay attention to the flags, check your
rear view mirrors for those Cup cars, maneu-

ver your next pass strategy, drive your car on
parts of the track you never knew existed.
Pure exhilaration! This was the most fun I’d
ever had at the track, and we were only halfway through the weekend.
The next day, they accelerated the pace
to see if we were ready to race. We focused
on the inverted starts; we would race for
two laps and re-grid. As the day progressed,
they would have us do inverted starts until
we got the checkered flag. I got the opportunity to experience the many nuances of
multiple races in one day. I was passed, I
got blocked and cut off, I did some passing, I overheated my tires — all of which
prepared me to qualify and participate in
my first actual race. Qualifying did not go
well for me, as I learned the hard way that
aggressive driving only results in slower lap
times. I spent three laps trying to get past
some cars, and by the time I did, my car had
nothing left! My tires and brakes were spent
(Continued on page 38)
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SKIRMISH IN THE

STREETS

“I have a feeling they were probably considering the remote possibility they’d
have to deal with hordes of locusts or tons of frogs dropping from the sky”.
Words: Sandy Issac Pictures: Cathy Robson/Virtual Access Photo
LOOKING BACK ON THE 2011 PERFORMANCE DRIVING SERIES EVENTS, no one is quite
sure who among us is responsible for angering Mother Nature. But she consistently wreaked serious weather havoc on almost every PDS event. We had rain. We had snow! We had blistering heat.
None of these meteorological obstacles brought down the spirits of PDS Chairman Craig Trask and
PDS Head Driving Instructor Dave Gardner who provided the Porsche Owners Club newbies and
veterans with tremendous, entertaining driving events throughout the year. But as Craig and Dave
prepared for the November PDS finale weekend at Streets of Willow with rain forecasted, I have a
feeling they were probably considering the remote possibility they’d have to deal with hordes of
locusts or tons of frogs dropping from the sky, too.
Many POC class championships were at stake going into the final weekend. In the highly
competitive Spec Boxster (BSR) class, Will Marcy had the top times both Saturday and Sunday and
finished his year just four points short of Eric Oviatt for a well-earned 2nd place in the overall BSR
standings. Drake Kemper finished the year with two wins in the BSX class to take that 2011 overall
title. PDS legend Marty Mehterian finished second on Saturday behind Randy Gates but easily had
enough points to take the GT2 class championship. Chris Andropoulos took the JI honors on both
days dominating his competition during the year to win his class.
In one of the more competitive class battles over the weekend Patrick Brass finished second
in JP to Brad Keegan on Saturday but turned the tables and won on Sunday to take the 2011 title.
In KS, Glen Orton beat Mike Post on Saturday to finish second overall behind Brian Green for the
year. In V3, Jim Steedman took top honors both Saturday and Sunday (including Fastest Time of

New Board member
Jim Steedman takes
Fastest Time of the Day
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PDS FINALE

Richard Kline leads Eduardo Mezapena, Andrew
Bulczynski, and Alex Bakaen counterclockwise
out of the bowl.

Will Marcy, undeterred by a little rain,
wins twice in BSR.

Drake Kemper makes a splash in BSX,
beating his dad Dana twice.

A little mud doesn’t stop Allan Slocum.

PDS #14 – 11/20/11
Counterclockwise w/Bowl

PDS #13 - 11/19/11
Clockwise w/Bowl
Class
BSR
BSR
BSX
BSX
GT1
GT2
GT2
GT4
IS
JI
JP
JP
JP
JS
JS
KS
KS
LS
LS
LS
MI
MS
MS
MS
NI
NP
NP
NS
V0
V3
V3
V4
V4

Name
Will Marcy
Dennis Bennett
Drake Kemper
Dana Kemper
Donnell Cameron
Randy Gates
Marty Mehterian
David Gardner
Bart Hale
Chris Andropoulos
Brad Keegan
Patrick Brass
Brent Gokbudak
Andrew Bulczynski
Hamid Saghatchi
Glenn Orton
Mike Post
Rodney Hersberger
Farshad Saghatchi
Allan Slocum
Jam Attari
Rees Morgan
Don Adams
Robyn Zander
Arnulf Graf
Eduardo Mezapena
Antonio Grillo
Anwar Thompson
Brandon Griffith
Jim Steedman
Craig Trask
Michael Takaki
John Tyree

Time
1:27.664
1:32.539
1:28.186
1:37.409
1:33.864
1:23.883
1:40.483
1:23.715 FTD
1:33.681
1:30.996
1:26.281
1:27.101
1:29.463
1:32.926
1:42.334
1:33.145
1:37.362
1:32.461
1:33.784
1:35.000
1:30.589
1:34.627
1:34.817
1:37.171
1:29.668
1:31.502
1:34.756
1:29.752
1:25.397
1:24.603
1:42.111
1:27.548
1:43.587

Class
BSR
BSR
BSX
BSX
GT1
II
IS
JI
JI
JP
JP
JP
JS
KI
KS
LS
MS
MS
NI
NP
NS
V3
V3
V4
EX
EX
EX

Name
Will Marcy
Dennis Bennett
Drake Kemper
Dana Kemper
Donnell Cameron
Thomas Stone
Bart Hale
Chris Andropoulos
Ian Smith
Patrick Brass
Brad Keegan
Donald Neville
Andrew Bulczynski
Joel Silverstein
Mike Post
Allan Slocum
Rees Morgan
Don Adams
Arnulf Graf
Eduardo Mezapena
Anwar Thompson
Jim Steedman
Craig Trask
Michael Takaki
Timothy Seargeant
David Crandon
Alex Bakaev

Time
1:33.308
1:38.999
1:29.202
1:44.190
1:38.124
2:11.984
1:40.357
1:32.573
1:39.745
1:27.582
1:29.048
1:33.310
1:38.018
1:40.804
1:48.725
1:43.589
1:42.686
1:56.908
1:34.155
1:42.967
1:43.952
1:25.998 FTD
1:41.622
1:32.365
1:41.566
1:42.775
1:42.784

the Day with a lightning quick
1:25.99), but it was the man in
charge of the PDS Craig Trask,
finishing second, who recorded
the highest point total for the
highly coveted V3 crown. POC
President Mike Takaki won both
V4 events and topped the class
list for 2011.
In other notable performances on Saturday Rodney
Hersberger notched a 1:32.46 to
win LS, Rees Morgan scored an
MS class victory with a 1:34.62,
and Eduardo Mezapena took
top honors in NP with a 1:31.50.
Dave Gardner took Fastest Time
of Day with a blistering 1:23.715
in GT4. And in what was easily
the most notable off-track performance, Dan Aspesi of The
Speed Gallery in Studio City
sponsored lunch. Thanks, Dan.
On Sunday, there was an
extraordinarily close battle in
EX under threatening skies with
Timothy Seargeant taking top
time with a 1:41.566, followed
by David Crandon at 1:42.775,
and Alex Bakaev only nine onethousandths of a second slower
at 1:42.784. When the skies
eventually did open, the POC
PDS spirits were dampened but
not broken as many continued
in the rain, including Drake
Kemper who treated everyone
to an excellent driving and drifting display around the wet track.
As the rain got heavier, it
was an excellent opportunity for
the participants to get to know
one another and share information about driving techniques.
Eventually, with no end to the
rainstorm in sight, the event was
called to an end early.
This event also ended the
tenure of Chairman Craig Trask,
who did an outstanding job running the series for two years.
For those of us who witnessed
what Craig went through to put
on quality events while battling
Mother Nature, especially at the
Pomona Fairplex, we extend our
heartiest thanks to him.
And speaking of our weather goddess, we can only hope
the PDS drivers were good girls
and boys in 2011, so she will
happily shine down in 2012. V
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THUNDERHILL NOVEMBER 2011

THUNDERHILL:
UP THE HILLS AND
DOWN THE VALLEYS
Words: Guido Rietdyk
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Photo: Paul Young

T

Red Race gets underway

THUNDERHILL NOVEMBER 2011

he POC directors figured it
was high time to add a bit of
variety to our racers’ menu,
so they directed us to beautiful Thunderhill Raceway in
Willows, Northern California.
Well, they couldn’t have done
us a bigger favor, as the entire event was
simply fantastic. Going to such a remote
place for most POC members required a bit
more planning than usual. Since it would
take eight or nine hours of trailer hauling to
make it from SoCal to Thunderhill, many of
us figured it would be more cozy to team
up, throw our cars onto big-rig transporters, and fly to Sacramento rather than make
that long drive. I joined Jeff Erickson, Rick
Mills, and John Heldman on a flight to Sac;
upon arrival, we rented a car and drove the
final hour to Willows. Meanwhile our racecars were moved by a professional-looking
Toyota Motorsports rig. Arrive-and-drive is
quite the luxury, I found out. The more intrepid POCers simply threw caution to the
wind and pointed their trucks and trailers
northward on Interstate 5. Everyone made
it without a problem.
About 20 POC drivers went up early to
take advantage of an additional day of practice on this challenging, but oh-so-rewarding
track. All Friday we kept receiving text and email updates from guys like Dan Aspesi, Jon
Levey, and Dan Burnham, and the feedback
was that it was simply a superb track, in a
wonderful setting, with first-class amenities.
All participants took care to conform their
cars to the strict 103dB sound restriction enforced at Thunderhill, and several cars were
rigged up with partial exhaust systems, Laguna style. Although a few owners incurred
outrageous welding expenses at the track,
eventually all cars passed sound in the end.
This was the first rain-or-shine event
held by the POC in a long time, so everyone interested in running ‘no matter what’
brought along a set of rain tires. We ended
up not having to use them this weekend,
but don’t despair: From here on out, all POC
events will be run rain or shine. Those tires
will see use eventually….
At the track Saturday morning we
were greeted by gray skies, which gradually
cleared to blue, with bright sunshine. Temps
in the mid to high sixties made for pristine
racing weather. Our cars, stuffed with tools
and spare parts, came off the transporter
along with a heap of tires. Laurie Taylor had
the roughly 60 entries lined up perfectly,
and the sign-up procedure was cake as usual. At the drivers meeting Kip and Drew Waterhouse went over procedures particular to
this track. Then it was ‘start your engines’

for the Red group, thickened up for the
occasion with the V3/R5 clan, who usually
cause a ruckus in the Orange group.
Off we went to survey the lay of this really challenging, three-mile, 15-turn track.
Thunderhill has such a variety of turns and
elevation changes that there’s something to
like for every type of driver, at every level.
There are high-speed sweepers, off camber
hooks, steep inclines, blind turns (plenty!),
and some challenging surfaces to contend
with just before the back straight. It’s all
there. Never time to relax; never a dull moment. Oh yes, and there are lots of cows
watching your every move, as Thunderhill is
located in a really rural setting.
Times in the Red practice sessions started to come down soon, and the perennial
hot-shoes Drew Waterhouse and Dan Aspesi
were running in the 1:52-1:54 range. Drew
qualified on pole for the Red Race, newcomer Jesse Menczer made a great showing
to qualify second in his new 997 GT3 Cup,
and Dan qualified third – all within 0.1 second. Wild and promising! The Red Race itself turned into a very good battle between
Dan and Drew, with Drew taking the overall
and GT2 wins by .24 second over Dan. Does
it get any closer? Jesse watched from close
behind and learned these guys’ tricks as they
set each other up for every turn. Jesse looks
like he’s got some solid talent – he would be
a strong contender all weekend.
The mighty R5 group was also tossed
into the Red Race this weekend. Mike Monsalve once again displayed his wizardry and
took first in class, followed by Steve Parker
and Kip Waterhouse. And in GT3, newly annointed club racer Shahin Mobine garnered
his very first victory when John Gordon was
blackflagged for sound violations.
In the Orange group, strong impressions were made by GT4 drivers Jeff Schmidt
and Tawfik Benabdeljalil during practice, so
that promised something for the race! After
qualifying one-two, Jeff and Tawfik led the
pack from the front the entire race. They
swapped positions several times, but in the
end Tawfik came out on top by a mere .24
seconds, the same gap as in the Red Race
minutes earlier. Freaky. Mark Mitchell took
third. Tawfik’s glory was short-lived though,
as he was DQd afterwards on a car classification technicality.
BSR and R6 (and up) also ran in Orange
this weekend. From the first practice session
to the last race, Eric Oviatt dominated the
BSR class, as he has all year. Joel Lepoutre,
who has consistently raced to BSR podium
finishes throughout the season as well, took
second, and Leland McArthy third. Dave Elliott prevailed in R6.
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Jeff Erickson
inspects Mike
Takaki’s broken
axle.

Photo: Paul Young

Michelle Aspesi hands the Enduro trophy to father/son team Agua Casa.

Photo: Jeff Melnik

The White group was a solid corps of
soon-to-be-racers trying to set some new
Time Trial track records. And many did. On
Saturday, Gunter Enz set a track record in
GT3 class with a 2:02:281. Fastest Time of
the Day was recorded by my own lucky #246
Cup in 1:54.579 – good enough for a track
record in GTC-3.
One of the fun factors this weekend was
Saturday’s Enduro Race, the final event of a
three-part series sponsored by the fine folks
at JE Pistons. The previous Enduros were
the Tribute to LeMans and the Buttonwillow
Enduro. With gigantic trophies and a $1,000
JE Pistons prize to the series winner on the
line, 14 teams gridded up for this 70-minute
race. Most teams were composed of two or
three cars and drivers, each driving a portion
of the race, but there were several one-man
‘ironman’ teams ready to solo the entire
stint. A time handicap was assigned to each
car based on its race class.
The race began with the new POC revelation Jesse Menczer commanding an early
lead from the pole in that gorgeous #484
997 Cup. Rather quickly a major incident
occurred in the back area of the track. In
the pits we heard a loud screech, but there
was no sound of a wreck. The double yellow
came out, which slowed the lead car to 55
mph. This favored the slower cars, as it gave
them the opportunity to catch back up with
the faster cars that would later have to pit for
much longer times because of their handicaps. After what seemed forever, but in reality was about 20 minutes, the yellow #12 car
of our prez himself Mike Takaki was towed
into the pits. His car had suffered a brokenoff axle, which had proceeded to snap off
the entire brake caliper, wheel studs, and
everything remotely in the vicinity.
Once the race got back underway, it
was almost time for teams to start pitting
and serving their handicap times. Race leader Jesse Menzcer was one of the first to pit,
coming in after 11 laps. He promptly lost
11 spots before taking to the track again,
but now with fresh tires, added fuel, and a
determination to retake the lead. A lot of
eyes were also on Paul Young and his #17
Porsche 911. Paul had been very successful in the prior POC Enduros this year, and
he was a contender for the overall win. His
handicap? A mere stop-and-go! Talk about
an excellent chance. However, it was ruled
that his exit speed from the pit was excessive, and he was black-flagged to come in
again and serve a stop-and-go penalty. In the
meantime, almost the entire field was coming in to serve their handicaps, so when Paul
went out for the second time he became the
immediate race leader! Could he hold out

long enough to gain laps before the faster
cars would be allowed back on the track?
The clocks were running, and the pitted drivers were restlessly waiting for their
handicap times to expire. An interesting
driver change occurred with team #14 of
Bill Pickering and Andrew Forrest, who were
sharing the same car. The brief 42-second
handicap time assigned to their car proved
entirely insufficient to swap an XS driver for
an XXL one. (Just a suggestion: Next time arrange it the other way around, as tightening
seatbelts turns out to be a much quicker operation than loosening them.)
In short, there was drama developing
all over the place. Paul Young kept hammering away, but the much faster cars were starting to chase his lead down. The Waterhouse
father-son team Agua Casa led the charge
with second driver Drew at the wheel, and
he eventually overtook Paul on the 23rd lap.
Jesse Menczer was also charging through
the pack, as was Gene Sigal, representing

Photo: Guido Rietdyk

THUNDERHILL NOVEMBER 2011

Red lights in Turn 1, Red Race.

“...there was
drama developing
all over the place”.
Team Speed Gallery in his Boxster. However,
the tag-team scene that developed when Jesse was chasing Drew lap after lap, bumperto-bumper was simply amazing. Jesse challenged Drew at every turn, so Drew had to
take a superbly defensive driving line. In the
end, Jesse never took the risk to create a real
chance to pass him, and the final outcome
was: First place, Kip and Drew Waterhouse as
Team Agua Casa; second place, Team Speed
Gallery with Dan Aspesi and Gene Sigal; and
the well-deserved third place, solo artist Paul
Young of Team Dead Pets Racing. Team Agua

The Boxster parade heads up and over the technically challenging Cyclone.

Photo: Jeff Melnik

THUNDERHILL NOVEMBER 2011

Jesse Menczer, in his new Cup car, had a breakout weekend.
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Hey, no cutting in line! Ed Muscat and John Heldman in the Cyclone.

Casa also collected the $1000 series championship prize. With Co-Event Master Mike
Monsalve emceeing the winners’ circle and
the lovely Michelle Aspesi serving as official
POC trophy girl, the winners were celebrated in style.
The short Sunday program got underway with blue skies and many repeats of
the Saturday races; it looked like the cards
had been dealt, and the faster drivers didn’t
give up on their speed. In the Orange Race
Mark Mitchell showed his class by winning
the overall and GT4 wins after several fun
back and forth passes with Tawfik and Jeffrey Schmidt. It seemed like Tawfik and Jeff
had been connected at the bumpers the
entire weekend, and an absolutely incredible last-lap pass by Tawfik coming onto the
front straight in a cloud of dust earned him
second place over Jeff. These two guys provided some of the most entertaining dicing
this weekend, and the fact that it was fast
AND clean is a tribute to their awesome
driving skills. Dave Elliott took the R6 Class
win again and an impressive fourth overall.
Takaki’s broken car, which prevented him
from serving himself a heaping plate of double-points on Sunday, cost him a shot at the
season championship.
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In the battle of the Boxsters Joel Lepoutre
emerged on top, followed by Andrew Forest and Eric Oviatt. After the race apparently
some discussion evolved about the legality
of Eric’s car, which ended with Eric’s car being DQd for the weekend. This was a very
tough break for Eric because it was a doublepoints weekend; hence he had to give back
80 points. Without his points from Thunderhill, Eric lost his bid to win the season BSR
championship. That honor would go to Joel.
The Red Race was a bit of a letdown.
Several of the Enduro drivers hadn’t reconnected their transponders by qualifying
time, which meant they had to start all the
way back as DFLs. The favored Drew Waterhouse especially suffered from this, and
he never made it all the way to the front to
compete for the win. His Australian Pursuit
ended in a third place, just ahead of my
#246 Cup. The real battle was between Jesse
Menczer (again!) and Dan Aspesi. This time
Dan led Jesse until about lap five, when the
pretty big power advantage of the 997 Cup
proved too much for Dan’s 996 GT3 engine,
and Jesse skillfully took and held the lead to
win his first-ever Cup race. Congratulations
to Jesse — well done!
The R5 podium was Monsalve, Parker,

Photo: Jeff Melnik

THUNDERHILL NOVEMBER 2011

and Carl Tofflemire, and in GT3 Shahin once
again took advantage of John Gordon’s absence and grabbed the win.
The White Group drove a good and
well-organized event on Sunday. Jeff Melnik
set a new GT1 record (1:57.471), Anawat
Chakunthod raised the bar in NP (2:00.009),
Nathan Johnson upped the standard in BSR
(2:03.310), Paul Young did the same in IP
(2:08.052), and Drake Kemper followed suit
in BSX (2:09.814). Fastest Time of the Day
went to Drew Waterhouse for his Red qualifying time of 1:52.105. The whole group
drove well, which boded well for the end-ofyear Racers Clinic at Willow Springs. White
group drivers that have done six Time Trial
weekends: please sign up for our semi-annual Racers Clinics. We want and need you
in our races!
That concluded a wonderful weekend
with perfect conditions, without too many
incidents. When asked, the entire membership in attendance voted to come back to
Thunderhill. It’s truly a driver’s track, and
it challenges the best to bring their special
skills to compete for the fastest times in the
fastest races.
The POC will be back! V

THUNDERHILL NOVEMBER 2011
C R # 1 4 T h u n d e r hill
Class
GT2
GT2
GT2
GT2
GT2
GT2
GTC-5
GTC-3
GT1
GT1
GT1
GT1
GT3
GT3
GT3
R5
R5
R5
R5
R5
R5
R5
R4
R3

Name
Drew Waterhouse
Dan Aspesi
Gary Willard
Ferd Carneiro
Dan Burnham
Jonathan Levey
Jesse Menczer
Guido Rietdyk
Jeff Melnik
Bill Dawson
Jim Copp
Mary Ann Melnik
Shahin Mobine
Gunter Enz
John Gordon
Michael Monsalve
Steve Parker
Kip Waterhouse
Carl Tofflemire
John Heldman
Ed Muscat
Bob Thacker
Kent Harmon
John Armstrong

C R # 1 5 T h u n d e r hill
Class
GTC-5
GT2
GT2
GT2
GT2
GT2
GT2
GTC-3
GT1
GT1
GT1
R5
R5
R5
R5
R5
R5
R5
GT3
GT3
GT3
R3
R4

Name
Jesse Menczer
Dan Aspesi
Drew Waterhouse
Gary Willard
Jonathan Levey
Dan Burnham
Ferd Carneiro
Guido Rietdyk
Bill Dawson
Jeff Melnik
Jim Copp
Michael Monsalve
Steve Parker
Carl Tofflemire
Kip Waterhouse
Ed Muscat
John Heldman
Bob Thacker
Shahin Mobine
Gunter Enz
John Gordon
John Armstrong
Kent Harmon

Fast Lap
1:52.187
1:51.645
1:54.511
1:53.333
11:57.815
2:00.198
1:52.084
1:54.615
1:55.666
1:56.352
DNR
DNR
1:58.166
2:03.665
2:00.767
1:59.334
2:00.137
2:00.845
2:00.881
2:04.182
2:03.499
DNR
2:02.839
2:02.558
Fast Lap
1:50.549
1:51.441
1:52.590
1:55.864
1:58.825
1:57.582
DNR
1:54.078
1:55.300
1:56.740
DNR
1:57.987
1:59.672
2:01.078
2:01.086
2:02.490
2:03.235
2:04.652
1:58.636
2:02.555
DNR
2:01.474
2:02.519

CR #14 T h u n d e r h ill
Class
GT4
GT4
GT4
GT4
GT4
R6
R6
R6
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
R7
R7
R9S
EX
EX

Name
Jeffrey Schmidt
Mark Mitchell
Steve Vandecar
David Bruder
Tawfik Benabdeljalil
Dave Elliott
Michael Takaki
Martin Schacht
Eric Oviatt
Joel Lepoutre
Andrew Forest
Mark Foley
Leland McArthy
Richard Yochum
Andrew Weyman
Stephen Jones
Doug Boccignone
Bill Pickering
Regan Steedman
Paul Young
Rick Mills
Glenwood Gum
Gene Sigal
Dave Potter

CR #15 T h u n d e r h ill
Class
GT4
GT4
GT4
GT4
GT4
R6
R6
R6
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSR
R7
R7
R9S
EX
EX

Name
Mark Mitchell
Tawfik Benabdeljalil
Jeffrey Schmidt
David Bruder
Steve Vandecar
Dave Elliott
Martin Schacht
Michael Takaki
Joel Lepoutre
Andrew Forest
Mark Foley
Bill Pickering
Doug Boccignone
Richard Yochum
Leland McArthy
Andrew Weyman
Stephen Jones
Eric Oviatt
Regan Steedman
Paul Young
Rick Mills
Glenwood Gum
Dave Potter
Gene Sigal

T h u n d e r h ill E n dur o, 2011
Pos
1
2
3
4
5
6

Total Tm
12:57.4
14:26.8
14:32.8
14:41.7
14:59.3
12:57.4

No.
919
336
17
313
39
484

Name
TEAM AGUA CASA
TEAM SPEED GALLERY
TEAM DEAD PETS RACING
TEAM BOCCIGNONE
TEAM PACIFIC PORSCHE
TEAM THE STIG

Class
GT2
GT2
R7
BSR
R5
GTC-5

Laps
29
29
29
29
29
28

Pos
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

T T #14 T h u n d e r h ill
Class
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSX
BSX
GT1
GT2
GT3
GT4
GT4
GT4
GTC-3
IP
IP
IP
KI
NP
NP
NP
V1
V3
V3
V3
V4
V4

Fast Lap
2:01.151
2:02.439
2:03.193
2:08.012
DQ
2:03.866
2:09.083
2:16.268
2:04.302
2:06.139
2:06.018
2:05.799
2:09.222
2:09.744
2:15.979
2:18.381
2:06.611
DNR
DQ
2:10.907
2:17.280
2:24.636
2:04.827
2:05.186

T T #15 T h u n d e r h ill

Fast Lap
2:01.014
2:00.060
1:59.865
2:05.172
2:02.462
2:03.027
2:13.060
DNR
2:06.237
2:06.345
2:07.187
2:07.431
2:08.242
2:09.351
2:10.454
2:12.830
2:17.940
DQ
DQ
2:06.297
2:14.066
2:26.670
2:03.096
2:07.068

Total Tm
13:39.4
14:56.4
13:00.0
13:13.4
14:08.4
14:42.1
44:57.2
02:09.7

Name
Eric Oviatt
Nathan Johnson
Richard Yochum
Drake Kemper
Derek Kemper
Jeff Melnik
Drew Waterhouse
Gunter Enz
Jeffrey Schmidt
Tawfik Benabdeljalil
Steve Vandecar
GuidoRietdyk
Paul Young
Rick Mills
Jack Greening
Martin Schacht
Anawat Chakunthod
George Meeker
Jussi Pekka Mantere
John Armstrong
Kip Waterhouse
Hose-B Alvarez
John Manning
Dave Elliott
Michael Takaki

Class
BSR
BSR
BSR
BSX
BSX
GT1
GT2
GT3
GT4
GT4
GT4
GTC-3
IP
IP
IP
KI
NP
NP
NP
NP
NP
V1
V3
V3
V4
V4
No.
697
563
668
291
14
317
32
12

Name
Nathan Johnson
Richard Yochum
Andrew Weyman
Drake Kemper
Derek Kemper
Jeff Melnik
Drew Waterhouse
Gunter Enz
Tawfik Benabdeljalil
Steve Vandecar
JeffreySchmidt
Guido Rietdyk
Paul Young
Rick Mills
Jack Greening
Martin Schacht
Anawat Chakunthod
George Meeker
Jussi Pekka Mantere
Geoff Stahl
Steve Radenbaugh
John Armstrong
John Manning
Kip Waterhouse
Dave Elliott
Michael Takaki

Name
TEAM SOLITAIRE
TEAM THACKER
TEAM JON AND DAN
TEAM TAVIZON
TEAM GRIFTER
TEAM MUSCAT
TEAM PRC
TEAM UNDERWEIGHT

Time
2:03.035
2:05.110
2:06.709
2:12.149
2:20.483
1:55.128
1:52.105
2:02.281
2:01.290
2:01.422
2:02.282
1:54.579
2:09.472
2:16.922
2:18.871
2:18.335
2:01.515
2:01.618
2:02.278
2:05.364
2:00.504
2:02:427
2:06.744
2:06.564
2:08.496
Time
2:03.310
2:10.470
2:15.939
2:09.814
2:18.226
1:57.471
DNR
2:01.182
1:59.783
2:00.971
2:01.678
1:54.319
2:08.052
2:16.898
2:18.937
2:14.630
2:00.009
2:00.093
2:01.987
2:02.073
2:04.261
2:03.314
2:04.831
DNR
2:04.357
DNR

Class
R5
R5
GT2
GT4
BSR
R5
GT2
R6

Laps
28
28
27
27
27
25
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DRIVING THE PORSCHE

911 GT3 R Hybrid 2.0
S
pinning at 36,000 revolutions per minute just two
feet from my right thigh, a 31-pound flywheel is
screaming like a five horsepower Shop-Vac with the
filter removed. The sound pierces the composite
shell of my racing helmet and drills through my
form-fitted foam earplugs before painfully slamming into my eardrums.
Yet despite the aching annoyance, I welcome and
embrace the high-pitched drone. It means, in the simplest terms,
that the monster inside the ballistic carbon fiber cocoon on my side
is not only awake, but completely energized.
With a stab of the throttle, the kinetic energy in the spinning flywheel is automatically exchanged for electricity — the charged ions
power two strong electric motors on the front axle. Instantaneously
bestowed with 200 torque-laden horsepower, the sticky Michelin
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slicks claw at the pavement with a vengeance. I clench the wheel as
the carbon-fiber bodied race car lunges forward with more accelerative force than an F-16 fighter jet at take-off power.
Welcome to the driver’s seat of the Porsche 911 GT3 R Hybrid 2.0.
When I joined the Porsche Owners Club a little more than four
years ago, the fastest Porsche I had even driven on the track was my
bone-stock, 1986 930. Raw and loose, it was more of a handful than
a contender for a lap record. But things changed quickly when I accepted a position with Autoblog.com in early 2008 — I had become
a professional automotive journalist.
I soon found myself driving late-model Porsches all over the
world. I attended Porsche’s launch of the 997 with its innovative PDK
gearbox at Miller Motorsports Park, and I was introduced to the allnew Panamera Turbo on the unlimited German Autobahn. My first
track time with the freshened 997 Turbo was at the Estoril Circuit in

911 GT3 R HYBRID 2.0

Words: Michael Harley
Pictures: Michael Harley/Porsche Cars North America

Portugal, and I flogged the lightweight Boxster Spyder in the hills
above Malibu. More recently, I spent a couple days in Santa Barbara
with Porsche’s all-new 991 Carrera S.
While I was spellbound by the factory 997 GT3 Cup I piloted at
Barber Motorsports Park last summer, my most memorable Porsche
experience was driving the ultra-rare 997 Sport Classic. It was car
#001 — direct from the Porsche Museum — and I was allowed a
couple laps at speed on the full circuit of Le Mans in the summer of
2010. I still get chills thinking about it.
As all Porsche owners know, our beloved auto maker always
has a way of outdoing itself. A few months ago, I was offered the extraordinary opportunity to drive Porsche’s premier race car — the
911 GT3 R Hybrid — at the Estoril. Of course I couldn’t say no.
Peer high up on Porsche’s performance ladder, above the twodozen or so street legal 911 models — above even the GT2 — to

find the auto maker’s most competitive cars. Vehicles bred purposely
for the track.
The Porsche 997 GT3 R Hybrid 2.0 is one such model. Compared to its first-generation predecessor, which debuted last year,
the second-generation hybrid is 20 percent lighter and more efficient
without any concession to lap times. While sharing the same paint
scheme, the new vehicle is easily identified by its lack of intakes in
front of each rear wheel — improvements to engine cooling allowed
the slats to be dropped, and aerodynamic efficiency improved.
Beneath the orange, white, silver, and black wrap, the GT3 R Hybrid
2.0 features a monocoque body of hot-galvanized steel with a welded
roll cage. Body panels are carbon fiber, and there are lightweight
polycarbonate windows on all sides, including the front windshield.
At each corner is a height-adjustable suspension with dual coil
springs and Sachs gas-pressure, fixed-position dampers. The steering rack is power-assisted with an electro-hydraulic pressure feed,
and there is a car-mounted air-jack system for use in the pits.
At the front are six-piston monobloc aluminum calipers over 15inch ventilated iron rotors. The rear features four-piston monobloc aluminum calipers over 14-inch ventilated iron rotors. There are optimized
brake ducts aimed at all four, to ensure sufficient cooling. Compared to
the standard GT3 Cup, the wheel/tire package on the GT3 R Hybrid is
wider to accommodate the extra workload of the tires. The 18” wheels
(11.5” front and 13” rear), are one-piece Rays forged aluminum alloy
with a single central-locking nut. Dry compound Michelin Porsche Cup
N1 slicks tires are standard (30/65-18 front and 31/71-18 rear).
Hung behind the rear wheels of the 997 GT3 R Hybrid is a very
traditional race-bred, gasoline-consuming, flat-six. Displacing 4.0-liters, the naturally aspirated four-valve power plant features multipoint fuel injection and dry sump lubrication. With help from Bosch
MS 4.0 engine management and a race exhaust system, the engine
is tuned to develop 470 horsepower. The standard transmission is a
six-speed sequential, dog-type gearbox. There is an aluminum clutch
pedal on the floor (controlling the triple-plate carbon clutch), but
no transmission lever to the right of the driver. Instead, shifting is
accomplished via small aluminum paddles on the backside of the
steering wheel. A mechanically-locking rear axle differential completes the rear-mounted drive line.
Things become very interesting at this point — the GT3 R Hybrid has a completely independent second drive line in the front of
the chassis.
Located just to the right of the driver, where a passenger seat
would normally be, is a large, charcoal gray, carbon fiber case. At first
glance it appears to be a fuel cell, yet the ominous, bright yellow, “high
voltage” warning sticker and large air ducts that feed cool, atmospheric air tell a different story. Porsche engineers reveal that a 31-pound
composite flywheel, mounted horizontally on oil-cooled ceramic bearings, is buried deep inside. It is called a flywheel accumulator.
A flywheel is a rotating mechanical device used to store energy.
Unlike nearly every hybrid gasoline-electric vehicle on the market
today, which require batteries or capacitors to store electricity, the
GT3 R Hybrid uses a spinning flywheel mounted on an electric motor/generator. It is a brilliant solution, as a vacuum-encased flywheel
unit is not only lighter than a battery pack but it is capable of being
fully “charged” (accelerated to its maximum speed) and “discharged”
(decelerated to a near stop) multiple times a minute without adverse
affects. Batteries and capacitors would quickly overheat, rendering
them nearly useless, after a short period of such abuse.
Mounted directly to the steel chassis, the flywheel is generally
spinning between 28,000 and 36,000 rpm (it is rated to 40,000 rpm).
When the hybrid system is activated, the flywheel is charged automatically under braking by two permanently excited synchronous
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911 GT3 R HYBRID 2.0

“Passing the
apex of the next
corner I mash
the throttle
and hold on”.

Top: The steering wheel appears intimidating at first
glance, but its design actually simplifies all aspects of
managing the Hybrid’s systems.
Center left: While a sizeable crew supports the race car
in the hot pits, there are another dozen engineers and
mechanics watching monitors in the garage.
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Center right: Just to your author’s right is the tell-tale
31-pound flywheel, contained in a carbon-fiber casing,
occupying all of the passenger space.

911 GT3 R HYBRID 2.0
motors which reverse their function to send electrical current to the
flywheel motor. The driver may also charge/discharge the system via
a steering wheel-mounted button while coasting or even under acceleration. The energy is converted to electricity and sent back to
the pavement when accelerating out of a corner or overtaking another race car via twin 75 kW (101 horsepower) motors located on
the front driveshaft.
As mentioned, the hybrid drivetrain in the front of the chassis
is completely independent of the combustion drivetrain mounted
in the rear. This means the GT3 R Hybrid is capable of racing exclusively in rear-wheel drive mode with the hybrid system shut down.
Of course, it may also resort to electrical front-wheel drive to limp
back to the pits in an emergency. Versatility is an understatement.
With a curb weight of just 2,866 pounds, and a total system
power of 672 horsepower, the all-wheel drive Porsche GT3 R Hybrid
2.0 will accelerate to 60 mph in about 2.5 seconds. Its top speed is
gearing-limited to about 175 mph.
Autódromo Fernanda Pires da Silva — the famed Estoril race
circuit — is located about a dozen miles west of Lisbon. The 2.6mile road course offers drivers an excellent challenge thanks to its
hairpins, elevation changes, and long front straight. Today, the track
serves a very noble purpose — a fully-fueled race-ready Porsche 997
GT3 R Hybrid 2.0 is in the hot pits, and I will enjoy the rare opportunity to spend some quality time behind its wheel.
Fully suited in Nomex, I check in just as the GT3 R Hybrid enters
the far side of pit lane. Despite being a full two hundred yards away,
it is unmistakable with its very distinctive white and orange bodywork. Sitting fat and low on the tarmac, with its yellow headlights
glaring piercingly at me as it cackles through each and every downshift. It is damn intimidating.
Pre-flight instruction is short, but critical. Nearly all of the primary instrumentation and controls, with the exception of the brake,
accelerator, and clutch, are located on a flat
carbon-fiber panel of the thick suede-wrapped
steering wheel. As a result, the round $6,000 interface appears more sophisticated than the instrument panel on an Apollo command module.
After a brief radio check (the voice at the
other end is Owen Hayes, Porsche’s GT3 R Hybrid chief engineer and my personal Obi-Wan
Kenobi for the test drive), a crew member flips
the console-mounted main ignition switch
(“MAIN SWITCH”), and I receive the signal to
hold down the engine start button (“STARTER”). The tuned 3.8-liter flat-six takes a sip of
fuel and ignites it immediately. A rough idle shakes the chassis while
the concussions from the anxious exhaust bounce off the pit walls.
I had been warned that the hybrid system would make the GT3
R feel sluggish during its initial charge, but I had underestimated the
effect. After half a lap, following several regenerative braking cycles,
the heavy front wheels magically lighten. At about the same moment
a strange sound begins to emerge from the right side of the cabin
— the flywheel has finally come alive. The noise starts as a smooth
electric whir, but it soon becomes a deafening howl accompanied by
a high-frequency vibration.
There is no need to look at the bank of LEDs, now fully illuminated, to verify the flywheel’s charge, as the noise tells me all I need
to know. Passing the apex of the next corner I mash the throttle
and hold on. Thanks to a very sophisticated torque vectoring system, power is sent precisely to the wheel, which needs to maintain
optimal cornering around the radius. With more than two hundred
horsepower now being pushed through the front wheels, I expect

massive torque steer. Nothing of the sort rears its ugly head, and
the steering balance remains just as smooth and precise as before.
Dynamically, and as expected, the grip up front reduces over steer
and the Porsche magically pulls itself out of the corner as if tethered
behind a Nautique ski boat.
Boost is short-lived — no more than eight seconds with a full
charge — but it is plenty of time to exit most corners with energy still
remaining in the flywheel. With my foot to the floorboards, the GT3
R Hybrid launches itself out of the hole faster than any street car. The
power pins my body against the back of the seat with insane levels
of thrust. At one point, telemetry reveals that the GT3 R Hybrid is accelerating in third gear through 77 mph with an unbelievable .8 g of
acceleration. The power is stupefying, and I readily admit that I have
never driven anything this quick.
The hybrid’s flywheel boost provides an instant 40% increase
in vehicle power for those fleeting seconds. The acceleration pattern almost reminds me of my high school days when we’d plumb
nitrous oxide (NO2) into our engines for a quick hit but there is no
high pressure tank to run dry this time. Aggressively apply brakes and
the system recharges automatically.
The ground still shows large patches of moisture on the track.
Yet the warm Michelin race tires brush off the laws of physics and
stick to the pavement as if they are covered in hot glue. This is good,
as it quickly builds my trust in the vehicle. Within minutes my braking is exceeding 1.2 g and my cornering forces approach 1.5 g. I am
pushing hard, but still off the pace of the seasoned pros. The GT3 R
Hybrid is laughing at me, asking for more.
My body is being slammed back and forth between the carbonfiber seat and nylon restraints, but everything is happening so fast
that it is of little concern. Holding my hands on the wheel, I flick
my fingers up and down through the gears. Almost overwhelmed, I
focus only on shifting, braking, steering… and breathing.
I can hear the heavy flywheel locked inside
its prison chamber to my right, screaming under deceleration and then relieving itself as I
accelerate. The pattern is rhythmic, and its wail
blocks out the soothing roar of the flat-six and
the mechanical whine of the straight cut gears.
It is terrifyingly noisy.
Two good straights, nearly evenly placed
apart on the circuit, give me a chance to relax
my grip on the wheel and enjoy a strong blast of
fresh air from the vent cut into the exterior mirror. The Porsche will hit about 135 mph on the
back section in sixth gear, and I see a consistent
155 mph in the same gear on the front straight if I exit the corners
properly. The race car will need taller gears to go much faster.
A couple laps later, Owen comes over the communicator and
tells me it is time to pit on the next lap. He instructs me to switch
to hybrid map “11” which will drain the flywheel while I am on the
track. (It can also be done in pits by raising the front end and allowing the wheels to spin off the energy.) I crave more time behind the
wheel, but part of me is relieved. I am both physically and mentally
drained, and I’ve only been in the car for about 20 minutes.
The GT3 R Hybrid 2.0 hasn’t yet raced for a spot on the podium.
Its unique hybrid power train leaves it a bit ostracized, without a
class in which to compete. Today’s game-changing hybrid race car
remains nothing but a very fast proof-of-concept. But don’t expect
that to dissuade Porsche, an auto maker obsessed with winning. Recently revealed was the 918 RSR Hybrid — also fitted with a flywheel
accumulator — which is expected to mark the brand’s return to the
famed 24 Hours of Le Mans in 2014. V

“A rough idle shakes
the chassis while the
concussions from
the anxious exhaust
bounce off the
pit walls.”
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AUDACIOU

Words: Chet Kolley
Pictures: Cathy Robson/Virtual Access Photo
New PDS Chairman Patrick Brass
catches is the light.
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Chet Kolley’s weekend
haul includes a first
and a second in CSX.

Bayan Salehi wins GT3
two days in a row.

PDS INFIELD EVENT

US
Randy Beck takes Fastest Time of the Day both days in his. . .
what is that car, anyway? (It’s a 1964 904 hand-built replica.)

“Seeing so many newbies come out to Fontana was
really great; they’d be in for a fantastic weekend.”

AUTO CLUB AUTUMN

Marty Mehterian,
winner of the Fun
Race Saturday

IT’S OCTOBER ALREADY? It’s
almost Halloween and it seems
like we were just at the Triple
Crown. Where did the summer
go? The fall Performance Driving Series weekend at Auto Club
Speedway is one of my favorite
events on the PDS schedule. It’s
a fun track with great facilities,
and it happens to be one of the
commutable tracks for us San
Diego folks. A PDS on the infield
also is a nice stepping-stone for
those looking to move up to
Time Trials on the Roval as well
as an opportunity for Time Trialers and Cup Racers to find a few
tenths or experiment with different lines.
Our Director of Motorsports Kip Waterhouse, Director
of Driver Development Marty
Mehterian, Club President Mike
Takaki, and the ever-present volunteer extraordinaire Andrew
Weyman addressed the group
before PDS Chairman Craig
Trask got down to the business
of the day, which included a safety briefing and track discussion
for newcomers. Seeing so many
newbies come out to Fontana
was really great; they’d be in for
a fantastic weekend. Thanks to

Racing Lifestyles for sponsoring
our weekend and for their presence in the paddock.
The morning started out
somewhat cool, and drivers
were posting some very impressive times. It wasn’t going to be
the day to shatter track records
though, because it seemed that
heat was on the way. Nonetheless, some drivers were indeed
able to find those extra tenths by
puzzling out the turn 6-7-8 complex against the wall or finding a
better approach to and through
the hairpin.
Our crack team working on
the grid, at the corners, and in
race control kept the morning
moving smoothly and on time,
as they do every weekend. Even
though we had some pretty sizeable run groups, drivers gridded up smartly with fast guys
out at the front, and everybody
courteously respected passing
zones and watched their mirrors
throughout the day.
Sure enough, by afternoon
temperatures really started to
rise, and the track was getting
hot and greasy, but that didn’t
stop some fast times from being
laid down. In some notable class

battles, Kurt Gokbudak edged
Patrick Brass by just under half
a second in the competitive
JP class, Jon Wierks bested his
eight(!) fellow competitors in
NP, and Steve Parker took a hotly contested V3 over Kip Waterhouse by less than 0.3 second.
Randy Beck (GT2) posted Fastest Time of the Day at 1:10.712,
just over half a second faster
than Dennis Gong (V1).
By the time the Fun Race
started, we also had a strong
‘agricultural’ breeze coming in
from the west. The Fun Race is
a great way to end the day – a
chance to watch our more experienced mates take to the
track in a display of speed, skill,
and sportsmanship. It’s also a
chance for PDS drivers to see
what happens a few rungs up
our Club ladder.
Marty Mehterian got off to
an amazingly quick start in the
race, pulling out a big lead that
continued to grow throughout.
After the first lap, it was pretty
much a race for second place
between Steve Parker, Cory Muscat, and Eric Oviatt, with Parker
holding on to win a tough battle
for second.
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PDS INFIELD EVENT
Sunday started with the
Battle of the Fog in San Diego
County – so much for the commute idea! Finally the fog gave
way to a beautiful sunrise driving up the 15, and day two was
shaping up to be another perfect fall day in Fontana.
Aside from a minor offtrack excursion that put down
some dirt and stones at the
apex of Turn 12 leading onto the
back straight, we had another
very smooth and incident-free
day that showcased some close
battles for class wins, and several
track records were set.
Drake Kemper took his second class win of the weekend
while setting a new BSX track
record at 1:18.479. In CI, India
Favell shaved 5 seconds off of
her Saturday best time and also
notched her first competitive
class win. Jason Huang set the
CSX track record at 1:17.926.
Bayan Salehi won GT3 again on
Sunday with a track record time
of 1:13.272. While cutting more
than 1.5 sec from his Saturday
time, Mark Low took a second
win and posted the GT6 track
record at 1:23.8. Jeff Cordill and
Thomas Stone had a tooth and
nail battle in IS, with Jeff ultimately winning by less than 0.3
sec while setting a track record
of 1:24.025. Steve Radenbaugh
came back from a second place
finish on Saturday to win NP
on Sunday at 1:15.260, a better
than one-second improvement.
In the most amazingly close contest of the weekend, and one
which pushed the resolution of
our timing system, John Manning edged out Craig Trask in V3
by a mere 0.001 second!
Once again Randy Beck
posted Fastest Time of the Day
at 1:10.148, better than half a
second faster than his great time
on Saturday, making it also the
fastest time of the weekend. His
closest competitor on Sunday
was Marty Mehterian, also in
GT2, just over 2 seconds back.
Everyone enjoyed a thrilling final ACS day on the 2011
calendar. Can’t wait for the Tribute in 2012! V
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PDS #11 Results (Sat)
Class Name
BSR Eric Oviatt
BSR Dave Schlocker
BSR MichaelHolgate
BSX Drake Kemper
BSX Derek Kemper
BSX Fred Hustead
CI
Richard McLeod
CI
India Favell
CSX Chet Kolley
CSX Kevin Favell
CSX Michael Clark
GSR Paul Romero
GT2 Randy Beck
GT2 Marty Mehterian
GT3 Bayan Salehi
GT3 Behr Salehi
GT4 David Gardner
GT4 Cory Muscat
GT4 Willy Leon
GT6 Mark Low
II
Jim Lo
IP
Peter Ching
IS
Thoma Stone
IS
Jeff Cordill
IS
Bart Hale
JI
Henry Hinck
JI
Chris Andropoulos
JI
Jackie Lu
JP Kurt Gokbudak
JP Patrick Brass
JP Brad Keegan
JS Andrew Bulczynski
JS Hamid Saghatchi
KI
Joel Silverstein
KS Brian Green
KS Glenn Orton
LI
Robert Primes
LS Richard Healy
LS Ron Pomplas
LS Farshad Saghatchi
MI Greg Trigeiro
MI Jam Attari
MS Don Adams
MS Rochelle Booth
MS Jason Lin
NI
Arnulf Graf
NP Jon Wierks
NP Steve Radenbaugh
NP Steve Wong
NS Tigran Guledjian
NS KeithShishido
V1 Dennis Gong
V2 Paul Young
V3 Steve Parker
V3 Kip Waterhouse
V3 Bob Thacker
V4 MichaelTakaki

Best Time
1:15.932
1:18.062
1:18.939
1:18.855
1:23.116
1:24.449
1:39.865
1:42.496
1:19.474
1:21.393
1:22.037
1:22.912
1:10.712 FTD
1:14.517
1:15.047
1:16.531
1:14.398
1:15.939
1:18.000
1:25.480
1:25.185
1:23.026
1:25.075
1:25.795
1:27.612
1:20.993
1:21.784
1:22.466
1:17.573
1:18.046
1:18.497
1:21.125
1:32.413
1:24.131
1:21.318
1:23.752
1:26.572
1:24.488
1:24.806
1:25.780
1:19.044
1:20.814
1:23.390
1:23.805
1:25.819
1:21.180
1:15.363
1:16.550
1:17.036
1:19.668
1:49.413
1:11.296
1:15.086
1:14.360
1:14.614
1:14.770
1:17.556

PDS #12 Results (Sun)
Class Name
BSR Eric Oviatt
BSR Dave Schlocker
BSR Will Marcy
BSX Drake Kemper
BSX Derek Kemper
BSX Fred Hustead
CI
India Favell
CI
Richard McLeod
CSX Jason Huang
CSX Chet Kolley
CSX Robert Ota
GT2 Randy Beck
GT2 Marty Mehterian
GT2 Elisha Bakhshi
GT3 Bayan Salehi
GT4 David Gardner
GT4 Cory Muscat
GT6 Mark Low
II
Jim Lo
IP
Peter Ching
IS
Jeff Cordill
IS
Thomas Stone
IS
Bart Hale
JI
Henry Hinck
JI
Chris Andropoulos
JI
Jackie Lu
JP Brad Keegan
JP Patrick Brass
JP Frank Powell
JS Andrew Bulczynski
KI
Joel Silverstein
KP Dave Buckholz
KS Brian Green
KS Glenn Orton
KS Krysta Cordill
LI
Robert Primes
MI Jam Attari
MS Rochelle Booth
MS Don Adams
NI
Arnulf Graf
NP Steve Radenbaugh
NP Steve Wong
NP Craig Booth
NS Tigran Guledjian
V1 John Armstrong
V2 Paul Young
V3 John Manning
V3 Craig Trask
V3 Ed Muscat
V4 Michael Takaki

Best Time
1:16.403
1:17.670
1:18.898
1:18.479
1:22.117
1:24.348
1:37.698
1:38.078
1:17.926
1:18.803
1:20.134
1:10.148 FTD
1:12.287
1:21.687
1:13.272
1:14.921
1:15.296
1:23.800
1:25.847
1:22.311
1:24.025
1:24.298
1:25.733
1:20.497
1:22.018
1:23.462
1:18.019
1:18.489
1:22.370
1:22.525
1:22.174
1:23.844
1:20.330
1:23.764
1:27.578
1:26.803
1:20.094
1:21.817
1:22.932
1:19.929
1:15.260
1:15.717
1:17.460
1:20.153
1:18.049
1:15.049
1:15.113
1:15.114
1:18.066
1:18.762

Located in the paddock at Miller Motorsports Park
• Porsche GT3 Cup Specialists
• Driver and Vehicle Development
• Race Prep and Support

2901 Sheep Lane, Team Garage 301, Tooele, UT 84074
Phone: 801.475.9380 Web: www.airpowerracing.com

Come Race With Us
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MONSALVE’S
MUSINGS
Random Thoughts on Buttonwillow
Enduro Podium (l to r): Second Place, Dan Aspesi and
Gene Sigal; First Place, Mike Takaki and Dave Elliott;
Third Place, Paul Young.

Dan Aspesi takes the lead from Robert Rodriguez in the Red Race on Sunday.

Words: Mike Monsalve Pictures: Cathy Robson/Virtual Access Photo
BUTTONWILLOW, one of the most technically challenging tracks
we visit each year, generates close racing. The track’s intricacies
also help decide the winner of our annual John Deere award, and
there were definitely some candidates grasping for the tractor during the weekend.  
For most of us, it was a great weekend of solid, competitive
battles: Guido Rietdyk had a great race in Saturday’s Enduro chasing down Robert Rodriguez for many laps. When Robert finally went
wide entering the back straight, Guido had his chance and put his
nose inside. Unfortunately he squeezed the power too much and
spun out... and had to wait for all the cars behind him to go by. Sorry,
Guido. However, he made up for it Sunday by keeping up a strong
pace and finishing not too far behind an epic battle between Dan
Aspesi, Robert Rodriguez, and Drew Waterhouse for the overall Red
race win (Dan prevailed).  
Michael Takaki had a very memorable moment with Dave Elliot during their race: After battling for many laps, both drivers had
synchronized spins off the track in Turn 1. Initially, each thought he
had lost the duel, but after the dust settled they both realized that
in fact the other had gone off as well. After glancing at each other
with their game faces, they quickly entered the track together and
resumed their battle. However, just a turn later, Takaki learned what
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can happen when entering the next braking zone after picking up so
much dirt and gravel... hello, tire wall!  
Regan Steedman had a great weekend. Buttonwillow happens
to be her favorite track, and in this event she outqualified Eric Oviatt... yep. Way to go, Regan!  One of these days she’ll beat him in
the race.
Dan Aspesi of Speed Gallery finished strong, as usual. He started on
pole both days and finished first both days. Nice job! By the way,
Speed Gallery swept the weekend in wins, taking first in overall, GT2,
GT3, GT4 (nice job, Vali), and the Boxster Spec. V3 car, Dan?  
In V3/R5, I have to tip my helmet to Athan Aronis, who drove a
perfect race on Sunday. I battled him for nearly half the race, but in
the end he prevailed. Nice Job, Athan.
Also, the best move I viewed personally during the weekend
was the start of Sunday’s race: Athan and I, side by side at the green
flag, going for Turn 1... and here comes Steve Parker down the far inside — nearly two wheels in the dirt. He makes it stick and suddenly
I’m looking at his rear bumper! He nearly gave the same view to
Athan before the esses, but had to back out.  
With all considered, it was a great weekend. Sorry to hear we will
not be back in 2012. Hopefully, in 2013 we can get this track back on
the annual schedule. V

BUTTONWILLOW

Vali Predescu runs out of track trying to get inside of
Tawfik Benabdeljalil. .

Robert Rodriguez after an honest day’s work.

Drew Waterhouse, followed by Bob Ehrman (440), Guido Rietdyk (246), Shahin Mobine, and
Athan Aronis in Sunday’s Red Race. Drew and Guido, who’s going to blink and change graphics?

Providing the Best in Performance and Safety Equipment

– SINCE 2005 –

FREE

shipping
& helmet bag

RACINGLIFESTYLE.COM 714/656.8793
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A PL ACE TO TELL MEMBERS ABOUT YOUR NON-MOTORSPORTS BUSINESS AND SERVICES

MEMBER TO MEMBER

An 1893 historic Victorian house at the beach.

Bob & Karen Lewis
562‐756‐8520
longbeachemb@verizon.net

Breakfast and lunch served all day, every day.
Ocean breezes, outdoor patios, & dog friendly too.

2294 Lillie Ave. Summerland, CA 805-969-1019

(Continued from page 19)
before I got my fast lap in. What a frustrating session, but it was an invaluable lesson.
I will start the Blue Race in 13th place.
With everything that I have learned from
the weekend, I try to prepare myself and
focus for my race. As I get to grid , I have
two things on my mind. First, I want to get a
good start and get some passing done early,
as I didn’t qualify well. Secondly, I am on a
tire which loses its grip after only a few laps,
so I know I need to manage my tires for 15
laps. The race starts, and before I know it
I am going four wide into Turn One in my
first race. Fear sets in and I think to myself,
should I lift and back off? I know there is
room — we did this exercise many times
this weekend — so I decide to trust my car
and my fellow competitors, and we make it
through! This combined with a pass on the
outside of Two and I have made up a few
spots already. A couple of laps later, I make
my first pass on the inside of Turn One!
Having only participated in the time
trial format and practice sessions, I could
not anticipate how greasy my tires would
feel by mid-race. I decide to strategically let
them cool off and pace the cars in front. A
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couple of more passes combined with being
lapped by some fast Cup cars, and I have
finished my first race! The end result is a
seventh-place finish in my street car!
Over this weekend, I was also able to
knock a second off my previous best lap
time at Big Willow. Needless to say, I was
ecstatic over the results. I was able to bond
with some of my fellow competitors, and I
hope I’ve begun to establish my reputation
as a driver others feel comfortable racing
against. Apart from one driver who was dismissed after an incident earlier in the weekend, we all passed the clinic.
Driving home I’m exhausted, but my
adrenaline keeps me wide awake. This
has been an amazing learning experience. I can’t thank Marty, Joe, and Dave
enough for their commitment to educating
our class. I’m proud of what I have accomplished and thankful for the learning opportunity that our club has given us. When I get
home, I place my hard-earned half dot on
my rear window. It may look silly to those
on the street, but this is my trophy. I wasn’t
planning on making the trip all the way to
Spring Mountain in March, but how can I
resist now? I need the other half of the dot. V

POC members since 2005

Blue Race Results:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Chris Chamberlain
George Arzente
Andrew Enz
Justin Guichard
Blair Boyce
Chad Elliott
Jason Huang
Drake Kemper
Nathan Johnson
Randy Gates
Patrick Brass
Brad Keegan
Jeremy Bernath
Will Marcy
Scott Craig
Matthew Herrill
Balaz Ormai
Derek Kemper
Arnulf Graf
Paul Friedman
George Meeker
Robert Lazar
Harbinder Chadha
John Manning

C LU B F I N A N C I A L S TAT E M E N T

Porsche Owners Club Statement of Revenue and Expenses
Year ended December 31, 2011
REVENUES

JAN-DEC 11

51100

Services-Other

6,438.72

60300 Auto & Gasoline

12.00

Garage Expenses

3,000.00

60400   Bank Charges

6.00

41050

Tech Fees

200.00

51110

41100

Revenue-Registration Fees

601,721.70

51120

Rental-Expenses

3,000.00

60500   Credit Card Service Charges

18,769.57

23,825.00

51121

Rental-Emergency Vehicles

26,651.81

60700

40.00

43000 Revenue-Banquet

7,970.00

51122

Rental-Equipment

1,078.40

60800 Entertainment & Meals

168.56

44000 Revenue-Membership Dues

50,925.00

51123   Rental-Track

279,538.00

61100

1,405.39

44500 Revenue-License Fees

7,155.00

51124

Fuel

5,237.40

61200 Miscellaneous Expenses

240.00

44600 Revenue-Track Partners

20,900.00

51130   Refreshments

3,420.84

61300   Office Expense & Supplies

3,262.26

45000 Revenue-Sponsorship Fees

22,550.00

51131   Catering

10,370.47

61400   Postage

285.42

48000 Revenue-Merchandise Sales

345.00

51135   Promotions

12,650.40

61500 · Professional Fees

6,969.05

49100

200.00

51137

2,890.50

61550   Marketing

4,013.00

49500 Misc Income

451.00

51140   Track Supplies

2,713.63

61660   Member Services

3,834.79

49900 Discounts Earned

43.70

52100   Magazine Production

39,076.41

61760

Software

355.98

Total Revenues

736,286.40

52200   Postage & Mailing

50.00

61780

Storage

936.00

52300 Printing

5,089.83

61800 Taxes - Other

1,354.04

JAN-DEC 11

53100

21,225.48

61900   Travel Expenses

3,074.67

77,646.35

53150   Banquet Food

10,250.78

62000 Website

6,993.00

Total Expenses

744,356.72

70000 Interest Income

371.34

42000 Revenue-Advertising

Revenue-Fuel

PROGRAM EXPENSES

Security

Awards

51020

Services-Corner Workers

51030

Services-Points

5,100.00

57000 Travel-Event

3,059.13

51040

Services-Registration

34,975.35

58000 Purchases-Merchandise

600.00

51050

Services-Timing

14,970.07

61000   Insurance

32,157.00

51060

Services-Race Steward

9,411.86

60000 Contract Services-Admin

34,187.00

51070

Services-Fire

37,407.56

60200 Advertising

10,440.00

Dues & Subscriptions
Meetings

Net Program Expenses over Revenues (7,698.98)

FIA APPROVED (8856-2000) | SFI/5 APPROVED

The new PUMA Avanti suit for 2011 utilizes revolutionary and proprietary advancements
in material, form, function and design synthesizing the ultimate drivers environment for
performance and endurance for the professional driver. Lightweight and breathable quilting
of a unique 3-layer design consisting of an Aramidic outer layer, a Nomex waﬄe inner layer,
and PUMA’s new proprietory ‘middle layer’ oﬀers an unmatched 33% weight reduction, an
increase in permeability (breathability) by 55%, and a higher thermal protection by 11%
over other manufacture’s 3-layer lightweight designs. Anatomically correct pre-shaped
body creating less bulk in the driving position, increased freedom of movement and agility,
along with pre-shaped ‘slim-ﬁt’ sleeves and pre-shaped legs reducing driver’s fatigue
of the arms and legs. PUMA’s own proprietary EMS system of elasticized panels at
the back of the arms, replacing soft knit gussets, reduces the weight and bulk in the
shoulder area optimizing the acceptance of Hans head and shoulder restraints.

Choose from black/white/red, red/black/white, blue/
black/white, white/black/red, and grey/black/white.

Authorized Centers
AutoCraze | FL | 305-358-9021
Distaulo Racing | QC | 514-945-2174
Gateway Racing | ON | 905-983-6454
40
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Performance Speed Tech
Spring Mountain Motorsports
Wine Country Motor Sports
Wine Country Motor Sports

|
|
|
|

TX
NV
CA
FL

|
|
|
|

817-512-4780
775-727-6363
707-935-7223
561-748-5328

SL TECH MID PRO
FIA 8856-2000 APPROVED | SFI 3.3/5

To find a dealer near you: (714) 847-1501
or find us on the web at: puma.subesports.com

PODIO GLOVE
FIA APPROVED (8856-2000)

Subé Sports is the exclusive
distributor of PUMA Motorsports
products in the USA.
www.subesports.com

