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Erin Vogel

April’s weekend at California Festival of Speed seemed to have an element
of the surreal about it for me this year. The usual excitement was there, but it
seemed to be tempered by the familiarity of the whole setting - this being my
second year attending the largest
gathering of Porsche motorsports
enthusiasts in the West (if not the
nation). Or perhaps it was because
this was the first time I’ve driven
the banked oval in Turns 1 and 2
thinking, “hum-de-dum…this is
a long turn…lah-de-dah” rather
than the indiscriminate “aaaaahhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!” that used to punctuate
my thoughts. A lot of that reaction comes down to car setup, and the rest
I can chalk up to another year of experience. But it got me thinking, what
do other people experience when driving at the Speedway? So I spoke to
a handful of people from different backgrounds, driving a variety of cars,
to see what kinds of experiences they would share if a random spectator
asked them, “What’s it like to drive or race here at Auto Club Speedway?”

Porsche Irvine

Matt Hollander, a fellow Spec
Boxster racer, told me that “Auto
Club Speedway, in my opinion,
is one of the easier tracks on our
season’s schedule. Turns 1, 2, and
3 are where a lot of time can be
made up. Although going flat out
through turns 1 and 2 definitely
takes some getting used to, once you have it down you’ll be smiling from
ear to ear. Now for turn 3, this corner is a true test of your comfort level with
your car’s braking system (remember to bring extra brake pads). In a Spec
Boxster, you approach this corner at around 130mph and then need to slow
down to make the tight 90 degree left hander In second gear. Sounds easy?
Yes, it might be when you’re entering the corner with just your own vehicle,
but try it in a spec car running 4 vehicles wide while everyone is braking at
about the same point and trying to get to that apex first....oh boy, that’s spec
racing at its best!”
Dave Elsner of Big Wave Racing
fame says that he “considers
California Festival of Speed the
most exciting race in the West. The
transition from the Front straight
at 160mph, followed by a 17ft
bank that creates phenomenal G
forces immediately followed by the
hardest braking zone we face - going from 150mph to 40mph as we enter
the infield - it’s completely exhilarating.” (Sounds like I need to try it in a big
girl car!)
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Brad Keegan of Pro Motorsports
relates that he has “been racing
at Auto Club Speedway with POC
for several years and I remember
my first time on this track as being
very intimidating. It is the one track
where you can hit your car’s top
speed going through turns 1 & 2
without letting up on the throttle at 145mph plus, depending on the car.
The first time I did it my leg was shaking wanting to lift, but once you feel
comfortable with your car and driving it is just a fun ride. When I give any
advice on the banked turn I always say if you blow a tire or start to spin, just
turn left and stay on the gas. That will most likely keep you off the wall and
send you to the bottom inside of the track.”
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Over in Time Attack, Danna Van Noy in her 2015 GT3 related her ACS story:
I didn’t begin careening down the slippery-slope of driving addiction until I
was 54 years old. It started with PDS (which I’ve done 3 times now), graduated
to autocross (now an instructor), and exactly one year ago I decided to dip
my toes into Time Trials. Naively, I chose Auto Club Speedway as my first
track. To say that I was terrified to go into the roval is an understatement –
and I’m pretty sure my top speed then was only about 120 in a car that could
push 155 (no excuses). I must have recovered from the trauma, because it
wasn’t too long after that I did the entire Southern California circuit – but
I dreaded a return to Auto Club. My husband Bryan has been talking about
this year’s CFOS for months and all I could think was, “I hope he gets sick so we can’t go.” I know
– that’s mean. But we went. In the last year, Bryan became an instructor, so at this year’s CFOS he
rode with me in one of two cars we brought. “Are you kidding me that you’re only going in at 120?”
he chided me. He knows I can do better. It took every ounce of courage I had to work my way up
on entry speed, but by the end of the weekend I was going in at 153 and feeling pretty comfortable
throughout the roval. Shortly thereafter, I ran into Erin Vogel and we were chatting about it. She
commented that at some point she asked herself, “When did this speed become normal?” That hit
me profoundly – she’s so right. While it’s not QUITE “normal” for me yet, she inspired me and gave
me hope that someday it will be.”
M A N U F A K T

Danna, your 153 trumps my measly 130 on the banking! You’ll have to talk to Dave to find out if
that ever starts to feel normal!?
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News Release April 20, 2018

New 911 GT3 RS sets a lap time
of 6:56.4 minutes through
the “Green Hell”

Most powerful 911 with naturally aspirated engine
sets benchmark at the Nürburgring-Nordschleif
Atlanta, Georgia. Porsche Works race driver Kévin Estre recently set a lap time of 6:56.4 minutes
with the 520 hp GT3 RS. Porsche development driver Lars Kern shared driving duties with Estre, and
the Frenchman’s lap time was 24 seconds faster than the best time achieved with the previous GT3
RS model. Following the 918 Spyder and the 911 GT2 RS, the new GT3 RS is the third production
Porsche sports car with a notarized lap time of less than seven minutes on the “Green Hell.” As is
customary for record drives, the time was measured around the 20.6-kilometer lap.
“No other Porsche model gets as close to racing
as the new GT3 RS. Many innovative ideas
from top-level motorsport were transferred, for
example, from the 911 GT3 R,” said Frank Steffen
Walliser, Vice President Motorsport and GT Cars.
“This is what our philosophy for GT models is
about: Highest technology must be fascinating
but tangible. In this regard, there is no harder
test for our ideas than the Nordschleife.”
Andreas Preuninger, Director GT Model Line,
added; “All four lap times of both drivers were below seven minutes and only tenths of a second
apart. This proves not only the outstanding power of the GT3 RS, but also its extraordinary
driveability. A perfectly composed overall system allows for highly dynamic performance even with
a relatively modest engine power. For a driver, each of the car’s thousands of parts have to feel like
one – that’s an unbeatable strength of the GT3 RS. And what especially delights me is how much
fun Lars and Kévin had when driving that car.”
Estre began the record lap at 11:40 a.m. in ideal conditions, with 14 degree Celsius ambient and
18 degree Celsius track temperatures. “This lap was a sensational experience for me,” he said.
“Through the fast corners and on the brakes in particular, the GT3 RS is unbelievably close to our
racing GT3 R. This is also thanks to the new generation of tires for road going sports cars. I like
the engine of the GT3 RS a lot. Up to 9,000 RPM from a six-cylinder engine just feels fantastic. The
sound is a dream and the torque is massive.”
Estre joined the team of Porsche Works drivers in 2016. He competes with the Porsche 911 RSR in
the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) that includes the Le Mans 24 Hours. In the ADAC GT
Masters he races the 911 GT3 R.
At the Nürburgring, the 911 GT3 RS was equipped with the latest generation of Michelin Pilot Sport
tires. Optimized especially for track day use, the Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 R is fully compliant
with relevant E.U. and U.S. standards. The tire (265/35 ZR 20 front and 325/30 ZR 21 rear) will be
available to order soon at Porsche dealers and other select locations. Approved fitments include the
911 GT3 RS and the 911 GT2 RS.
The 911 GT3 RS with a motorsport-bred chassis and a 520 hp (383 kW) four-liter, naturally
aspirated engine had its world premiere this year at the Geneva Motor Show in early March. The
high-performance sports car accelerates from 0 to 60 mph in 3.0 seconds and reaches a top track
speed of 193 mph.

P o r s c h e M i s s i o n E C r o s s Tu r i s m o

Electric Athlete
for an Active Lifestyle
CLICK HERE FOR THE
FULL STORY

With the Mission E Cross Turismo, Porsche will be unveiling the concept study of
an electrically driven Cross Utility Vehicle (CUV) at the Geneva Motor Show.
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Street & track pads for your Porsche

Receive a
FREE fleece
lined helmet
bag with
each helmet
purchase!

It’s the most effective
heat prevention system. Cool-aFull systems,
replacement parts &
accessories available
SFI 3.3
Base
Layers

Clava
Helmet
Cooling
Insert

Harnesses,
Nets, Restraints

Orders 866-505-2739
Tech 843-299-0997
Visit us trackside, new showroom or online at www.apexperformance.net

Visit us on Facebook to
view our track schedule

Ask for your POC discount!
(available on most items)

Classified
2004 911 Carrera Cabriolet
33,500 original miles, fully loaded including
Xenon headlamp package. All books, recent
service records, clean car fax, Certificate of
Authenticity, tool kit - Perfect condition.
$29,500 OBO.
Jacqueline Engel
949-922-0747

Register NOW for...
TRIBUTE to LeMANS
May 19-20

Our Premier event pitting the
best against the best. Get
your team together and let’s
“have at it”!
Register Today!

Streets of Willow

June 23-24

A favorite short track to new
and experienced drivers. Join
the summer fun and...
Register Today!

SONOMA RACEWAY

July 7-8

We finally return to this
prestigious race track with a
long-awaited Cup Racing Event.
Don’t wait any longer...
Coming Soon!

LAGUNA SECA

August 4-5

One word says it
all...”Corkscrew”. Don’t miss
the opportunity to run on this
legendary track!
Coming Soon!

2017 Porsche Owners
Club Yearbook
CLICK HERE to get your copy!!

Check Us Out!
Be sure to check out the POC
website for our 2018 schedule of
events and to stay current on PDS,
Time Trial and Cup Racing standings.

And, don’t miss the Official POC
Facebook Page with photos, videos
and comments from our members.
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