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The 25th Anniversary  
  Tribute to Le Mans
The 24 Hours of Le Mans is the world’s oldest endurance sports car 
race, held annually since 1923. It is, without doubt, the most prestigious 
endurance automobile race in the world. Porsche first competed at Le Mans 
in 1951 and took its first class victory with an 1100cc engine! Porsche 
captured its first overall victory in 1970 with the all-conquering Porsche 
917K. The victories continued with the mighty 936, 935, 956 and 962. The 
Porsche brand ambassador, the 911, took its only overall victory with the 
911GT1 in 1998. Most recently, Porsche returned to the prototype class at 
Le Mans winning the 2015, 2016 and 2017 editions with its 919 hybrid. 
With 19 overall victories, Porsche is the most successful manufacturer in 
Le Mans history. With this history, the connection between Porsche and 
endurance racing is strong.

With Porsche’s endurance racing legacy, it was only natural that the POC 
would include an endurance race in their series. Surprisingly, it took almost 
40 years for the POC to start their own version of Le Mans. In the 1990s, 
as the club transitioned from purely time trials to racing, Dave Bouzaglou 
had an idea for an endurance race open to all the marques that have 
raced at Le Mans. After sneaking out on the Willow Springs track at night 
to run a few laps with some friends, Dave had his inspiration. In 1994, the 
first POC Tribute to Le Mans at Willow Springs was a two-hour race that 
started at dusk and ran into the night. The winning team was Mark Manda, 
John Williamson, and Mike Hammond in a 911 Turbo. They battled Martin 
Snow, Melanie Gregory and Kevin Buckler, who had lead for the first ninety 
minutes until their Turbo broke.

Since its origin, the Tribute has always been a long enduro, representing 
the most coveted POC victory of the year. The format has varied over the 
years, ranging from two to four hours in length. Although recent events 
have been held in daylight, prior editions went well into the night. While 
the home of Tribute is Willow Springs, some editions were held at Auto 
Club Speedway. Even though Tribute is a club race, multiple professionals 
have participated over the years (see list below). Most recently, Patrick 
Long drove in 2015. Several editions were televised (in highlight form) 
on Speed Channel and Speedvision). Some screen captures from those 
early events (on VHS tapes!) show familiar POC names and some familiar 
broadcasters like Tommy Kendall and Jon Beekhuis.

2018 marked the 25th running of the Tribute to Le Mans. In keeping with 
the Germanic legacy of our marque, we marked the occasion per a very 
old German tradition. Over 1000 years ago, in medieval Germany, if a 
married couple lived to celebrate the 25th anniversary of their wedding, 
the wife was presented by her friends and neighbors with a silver wreath 
to congratulate them for the good fortune that had 
prolonged the lives of the couple for so many years. This 
presentation of silver became associated with all 25th 

anniversaries. To add a little spice to that tradition, we added a gold trophy to 
the silver awards.

Like its predecessors, the 25th running of Tribute was a fiercely fought battle. In keeping with 
Dave Bouzaglou’s original vision, the field included exotic Porsche hardware along with one 
special BMW. Team Vali Motorsports arrived at Willow Springs on Friday with a bare carbon fiber 
BMW M6 GT3 factory race car supported by a BMW factory mechanic. As is so often the case, 
Friday did not go smoothly. A battery voltage issue caused multiple electrical gremlins and a 
puncture on the front straight lead to some tense moments. Just when the team got up and 
running, they had to wait out a two-hour delay when a large chunk of the track got oiled down. 
Each driver only got one or two short sessions to become familiar with a beast of a car, its many 
switches and settings, and a finicky clutch. Despite that, the team qualified well and settled in 
during the first and second stints. The car had good pace and things went smoothly except for a 
long first pit stop which included a transmission reboot and tricky braking caused by an incorrect 
ABS setting. The team got a break when Jim Steedman’s car oiled the track going into turn five. 
They pitted just before the Black Flag was displayed and took the lead on lap 68, setting a fast 
lap of 1:21.014 on lap 79. Congratulations go out to Charlie Persico, Vali Predescu, Eric Olberz, 
overall winners of Tribute.

The winning relay effort, Team A.D.D., was a last-minute collaboration, forming on Saturday 
afternoon, two hours before the race. The team’s prior experience and success offset any lack of 
prior planning. They quickly decided to run in relay instead of unlimited as they did not have a fuel 
rig and would probably lose several minutes on each fuel stop to teams with a fast loading rig. As 
with the unlimited winners, they experienced some mechanical difficulties as Blair Boyce’s car 
had problems on Friday and Saturday, but it performed flawlessly during the Enduro. Blair kicked 
things off with a great first stint without any mistakes and pitted to get Drew in the car after about 
an hour. Drew, participating after a long absence from racing, did a great job and was on pace 
after just a few laps. With the track oiled down in turns four and five he wisely shot into the pits 
before the Black Flag. The Black Flag and two tire change caused a fair bit of confusion as the 
team and pit monitor realized that race control wanted no work on the car during the Black Flag. 
After some consultation, a time penalty was applied to compensate for any advantage gained. 
Despite the disappointing penalty, Kevin Roush got in the car and started turning fast laps. He 
successfully navigated the sand box and oil slick in turn five and avoided disaster while staring 
into the sunset in turns one and two, turning the teams fastest lap of the race on lap 87. Based 
on radio conversations, Kevin thought that the team was in fourth place in the relay class. He was 
pleased to hear that the team was actually fourth overall, with a big margin to the second-place 
relay team. Congratulations to Kevin Roush, Drew Waterhouse, Blair Boyce, relay team winners 
of Tribute.

Some of the notable drivers who have  
participated in the Tribute to Le Mans

Dennis Aase - Porsche 962 driver and factory Toyota 
driver for Dan Gurney

Bill Auberlen - Won six professional auto-racing 
championships. He competed in over 500 professional 
races to date, 339 in BMWs. His results include 91 race 
victories, 188 podium finishes, 56 pole positions, 83 fastest race laps and 110 records

Kevin Buckler - Overall winner of 2003 Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona. 2002 GT Class winner at the 
24 Hours of Le Mans

Bobby Faieta - Winner of the 2007, 2008 and 2009 Patron Porsche IMSA Championship

Anders Hainer - 2006 Grand Am GTC Championship Winner

Tommy Kendall – Five-time IMSA GTU champion. Four-time Trans Am Championship Winner

Anthony Lazzaro - 1999 Toyota Atlantic Championship Winner. 1999 Class Winner / Rolex 24 
Hours of Daytona

Patrick Long - two-time Pirelli World Challenge champion, three-time ALMS GT champion, class 
winner of the 24 Hours of Le Mans, Rolex 24 At Daytona, 12 Hours of Sebring and Petit Le Mans, 
the only North American employed as a factory racing driver by Porsche and a class winner at 
the 2013 SCORE Baja 1000

Johannes Van Overbeek - 2007 Winner of the Porsche Cup. Multiple wins in the American Le 
Mans Series. He was the only driver in ALMS to finish in the top three of the driver’s championship 
every year from 2004 to 2008.

Kevin Roush - 2005 2nd place IMSA GT3 Cup Challenge Championship, 6 time participant in the 
24 Hours of Daytona

Martin and Melanie Snow - GTS Class Winners of the 1999 12 Hours of Sebring. 2009 GTC 
Championship Winner in the American Le Man series

James Sofronas - Winner of 2009 Long Beach and Laguna Seca World Challenge Races, 2nd 
place in 2009 World Challenge Championship. Multiple winner in Pirelli World Challenge

Craig Stanton - won the Grand-Am Koni Challenge championship in 2004 in the GS class, and 
then won the Grand-Am Rolex Series championship in 2005 in the GT class. 

Cort Wagner - 1999 Winner of the Porsche Cup. • Kelly Collins - Multiple Class Winner at Petit Le 
Mans, Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona, and 12 Hours of Sebring

Be sure to check out the POC 
website for our 2018 schedule of 
events and to stay current on PDS, 
Time Trial and Cup Racing standings.

And, don’t miss the Official POC 
Facebook Page with photos, videos 
and comments from our members.
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Streets of Willow 
June 23-24
A favorite short track to new 
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Register Today!

SONOMA RACEWAY 
July 7-8
We finally return to this 
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LAGUNA SECA 
August 4-5
One word says it 
all...”Corkscrew”. Don’t miss 
the opportunity to run on this 
legendary track!
Register Today!
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This year, we are celebrating 70 years of the 
sports car. And yet we haven’t aged a day at heart. 

Because there is a place where we always  
seek a challenge.  

Where we push the boundaries.  
And continually set ourselves new goals.  
We are referring to the world’s toughest  

long-distance race:  

the 24 hours of Le Mans.
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John Payne speaks about 
Porsche, POC and Bolton

(Click Here)

Photo courtesy of Virtuoso traveler, Julie Floyd

Porsche Owners Club   |   Tangerine Travel, Ltd. 
www.tangerinetravel.com   |   (800) 617-3709 or (425) 354-6937 

Virtuoso Affiliated Agency

being a global citizen .My luxury is

THE BEST WAY TO DEFINE LUXURY IS YOURS.  The best travel experiences uniquely reflect

you — your personality, preferences, and style. It’s a matter of personal taste. So whether it’s being a global 

citizen or anything that makes your trips extraordinary, put us to the test. It’s personal for us, too — every 

client, every detail, every time.

the 24h of Le Mans

Name	 Wins	
Mike	Monsalve	 6	
Doug	Baron	 5	
Robert	Dalrymple	 4	
Blake	Rosser	 4	
Galen	Bicker	 2	
Dwain	Dement	 2	
Bob	Faieta	 2	
Mark	Mehalic	 2	
Bob	Rodriguez	 2	
Duane	Selby	 2	
Steve	Alarcon	 1	
Bill	Auberlen	 1	
Michael	Avenatti	 1	
Trevor	Colby	 1	
Kelly	Collins	 1	
Cary	Eisenlohr	 1	
Steve	Goldman	 1	
Carlos	Granados	 1	
Urs	Gretener	 1	
Mike	Hammond	 1	
Shawn	Howard	 1	
Kent	Klaser	 1	
Joe	Kunz	 1	
Mark	Manda	 1	
Brent	Martini	 1	
Chris	Miller	 1	
Eric	Olberz	 1	
Charlie	Persico	 1	
Charlie	Persico	 1	
Vali	Predescu	 1	
Harry	Rady	 1	
Kevin	Roush	 1	
Darren	Rushin	 1	

Name	 Wins	
James	Sofronas	 1	
Matt	Talbert	 1	
Greg	Tracey	 1	
Steve	Velazquez	 1	
Cort	Wagner	 1	
John	Williamson	 1	

Name	 Wins	
Mike	Monsalve	 6	
Doug	Baron	 5	
Robert	Dalrymple	 4	
Blake	Rosser	 4	
Galen	Bicker	 2	
Dwain	Dement	 2	
Bob	Faieta	 2	
Mark	Mehalic	 2	
Bob	Rodriguez	 2	
Duane	Selby	 2	
Steve	Alarcon	 1	
Bill	Auberlen	 1	
Michael	Avenatti	 1	
Trevor	Colby	 1	
Kelly	Collins	 1	
Cary	Eisenlohr	 1	
Steve	Goldman	 1	
Carlos	Granados	 1	
Urs	Gretener	 1	
Mike	Hammond	 1	
Shawn	Howard	 1	
Kent	Klaser	 1	
Joe	Kunz	 1	
Mark	Manda	 1	
Brent	Martini	 1	
Chris	Miller	 1	
Eric	Olberz	 1	
Charlie	Persico	 1	
Charlie	Persico	 1	
Vali	Predescu	 1	
Harry	Rady	 1	
Kevin	Roush	 1	
Darren	Rushin	 1	

Name	 Wins	
James	Sofronas	 1	
Matt	Talbert	 1	
Greg	Tracey	 1	
Steve	Velazquez	 1	
Cort	Wagner	 1	
John	Williamson	 1	

25 years 
POC Tribute to Le Mans
Total Wins

Year	 Overall	Winner(s)	
2018	 Charlie	Persico,	Vali	Predescu,	Eric	Olberz	
2017	 Dwain	Dement,	Mike	Monsalve,	Duane	Selby	
2016	 Dwain	Dement,	Mike	Monsalve,	Duane	Selby	
2015	 Doug	Baron,	Robert	Dalrymple,	Mike	Monsalve	
2014	 Robert	Dalrymple,	Kevin	Roush,	Mike	Monsalve	
2013	 Galen	Bicker,	Bob	Rodriguez	
2012	 Bob	Faieta,	Michael	Avenatti	
2011	 James	Sofronas,	Darren	Rushin	
2010	 Robert	Dalrymple,	Bob	Faieta,	Steve	Goldman,	
2009	 Mike	Monsalve,	Blake	Rosser	
2008	 Mike	Monsalve,	Blake	Rosser	
2007	 Kent	Klaser,	Urs	Gretener	
2006	 Shawn	Howard,	Blake	Rosser	
2005	 Galen	Bieker,	Bob	Rodriguez	
2004	 Kelly	Collins,	Blake	Rosser	
2003	 Brent	Martini,	Cort	Wagner	
2002	 Bill	Auberlen,	Doug	Baron,	Matt	Talbert	

Year	 Overall	Winner(s)	
2001	 Doug	Baron,	Joe	Kunz	
2000	 Doug	Baron,	Harry	Rady	
1999	 Carlos	Granados,	Cary	Eisenlohr,	Chris	Miller	
1998	 Steve	Alarcon,	Robert	Dalrymple,	Steve	Velazquez	
1997	 Doug	Baron,	Trevor	Colby	
1996	 Mark	Mehalic	
1995	 Mark	Mehalic,	Greg	Tracey	
1994	 Mike	Hammond,	Mark	Manda,	John	Williamson	

Year	 Overall	Winner(s)	
2018	 Charlie	Persico,	Vali	Predescu,	Eric	Olberz	
2017	 Dwain	Dement,	Mike	Monsalve,	Duane	Selby	
2016	 Dwain	Dement,	Mike	Monsalve,	Duane	Selby	
2015	 Doug	Baron,	Robert	Dalrymple,	Mike	Monsalve	
2014	 Robert	Dalrymple,	Kevin	Roush,	Mike	Monsalve	
2013	 Galen	Bicker,	Bob	Rodriguez	
2012	 Bob	Faieta,	Michael	Avenatti	
2011	 James	Sofronas,	Darren	Rushin	
2010	 Robert	Dalrymple,	Bob	Faieta,	Steve	Goldman,	
2009	 Mike	Monsalve,	Blake	Rosser	
2008	 Mike	Monsalve,	Blake	Rosser	
2007	 Kent	Klaser,	Urs	Gretener	
2006	 Shawn	Howard,	Blake	Rosser	
2005	 Galen	Bieker,	Bob	Rodriguez	
2004	 Kelly	Collins,	Blake	Rosser	
2003	 Brent	Martini,	Cort	Wagner	
2002	 Bill	Auberlen,	Doug	Baron,	Matt	Talbert	

Year	 Overall	Winner(s)	
2001	 Doug	Baron,	Joe	Kunz	
2000	 Doug	Baron,	Harry	Rady	
1999	 Carlos	Granados,	Cary	Eisenlohr,	Chris	Miller	
1998	 Steve	Alarcon,	Robert	Dalrymple,	Steve	Velazquez	
1997	 Doug	Baron,	Trevor	Colby	
1996	 Mark	Mehalic	
1995	 Mark	Mehalic,	Greg	Tracey	
1994	 Mike	Hammond,	Mark	Manda,	John	Williamson	

25 years
POC Tribute to Le Mans 
Winners

Robert Dalrymple, Kevin Roush, Mike Monsalve

More TRIBUTE to Le Mans May 2018
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