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Porsche Irvine
After the bustle of arriving, unloading, driving, meatball flag receiving, exhaust modifying, dinner arranging, and
socializing, it was almost strange to see so many Porsches in quiet repose Friday evening at Laguna Seca.

TRADING PLACES
by Erin Vogel

Good Trade: P2 for P1 in Turn 10
Bad Trade: P1 for P2 in Turn 11
Good Trade: Tired beater for shiny vintage Porsche
Bad Trade: Swapping paint with your neighbor
Good Trade: Uninspiring stock exhaust for cat delete pipes
Bad Trade: Tapped horsepower for Frankenstein’s spare mufflers
Good Trade: 90° inland evenings for foggy coastal mornings
Bad Trade: Race weekend for post-track hangover
It was undeniable: It was so darn good to be back at Maz…I mean, WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca.
My previous ventures to the magical, mistical valley of the Corkscrew were in a very different type of vehicle
with a very different type of driving group, and having missed last year’s event (due to nine puppies deciding
to take up summer residence in my living room) I was very excited to finally get my race-face on at historic
Laguna Seca in 2018.
As so many of us did, my Boxster muffler had recently been replaced with a temporary muffler setup intended to whiz me by the sound booth without incident, blithely cruising under the 92 DB sound restriction.
Inside the car, the exhaust was so quiet as to be almost imperceptible, and it quickly dawned on me how
reliant I am on the sound of the exhaust to indicate shift points as I near the top of the rev band. We recently
upgraded Trixie to a full AIM Dash for better data collection, and this was the first weekend where my fancy
new shift lights were a real necessity. But oh, man, building that new habit of keeping them in my vision
was more challenging than I expected! Turn 11 was my nemesis, particularly since other cars I’ve driven at
WRLS allowed me to wind it out a bit further down the straight than the Boxster’s gearbox would permit. Lap
after lap in that first session had me falling behind the pace as the speed needle danced off the governor.
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Then, in the second session, something changed. Theories were heard murmured around the paddock: the
wind shifted; the density of the air changed as the moisture content declined; had they brought out the roving sound station? Regardless of the reason, my third lap was cut short by the dreaded meatball flag at Turn
7, and I joined the ranks of aggravated racers presented with this disagreeable decision: short-shift up the
hill and hope you don’t get flagged
elsewhere (and possibly forget to
short-shift in the heat of a wheelto-wheel moment), or attempt to
mitigate the problem at its source.
Having played the lifting game in the
past during DE events, I didn’t want
to corkscrew around with trying to
fake sound. After spending most of
Friday trying to work with the existing setup and finally determining
that it wasn’t going to happen for
that exhaust, in true Porsche racing
fashion some friends got together to
loan me a stock Boxster exhaust for
the remainder of the weekend.
Finally, on Saturday it was off to the races! Both race groups were shaping up to have some fierce competition as the top players in many classes were running within a second of each other’s times, trading positions
on the leaderboard from session to session coming into the afternoon’s races. The Orange Cup Race looked
to be off to a clean start, based on what I could see from my position at the back of the pack (which was of
course chosen due to my sense of having the journalist’s responsibility to observe the start of the race from
the best possible angle). It was all good fun until a passing incident led to some carnage at the exit of Turn
11 about three-quarters of the way through the race. Despite the presence of a waving yellow in Turn 11
through the end of the race, and a second incident in Turn 9 in the last laps, the field was fortunately able to
take the checkered flag. This was sure to be the reason for gleaming smiles on the faces of Kip Waterhouse
and Gene Sigal – Kip took an uncontested overall win plus a class win for SCR, with Gene taking the win in
BSR. After some track cleanup, the Red Cup Race also had its share of stellar driving, with Mike Monsalve
taking P1 overall in qualifying and holding it through the race to win his GT2 class as well, and Malcolm Van
Halen in the Speed Gallery GT3 Cup Car making an impressive move from P7 to P3 overall to win the GT3
class just ahead of Nathan Johnson and Eric Olberz – two class powerhouses themselves.
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Due to lost time in cleaning up after the Orange Group race, race control decided to push the second Orange
race to Sunday, eliminating morning practice and jumping right into qualifying. The first half of Orange group
got a clean four laps of qualifying, and the day was looking like it would be even faster than Saturday. Then
an unfortunate mechanical failure – likely related to the previous day’s incident in Turn 11 – caused the lead car in the second
qualifying split to drop oil at the entry to Turn 5, sending a group of Boxsters slithering through an oblivion of white smoke and
off into the gravel.
As an aside, this was my first experience driving through oil on the track. I knew immediately that the towering cloud of smoke
was obscuring the slick fluid, and that it was about a million to one odds that I wouldn’t end up in the gravel. Andrew Weyman
was immediately ahead of me exiting Turn 4, and all I could think was to choose a different line than his and try to avoid a blind collision. Of course, Andrew was thinking
about where the oil might be – on-line? apex? off-line or on-line going up the hill on
exit?? where might I be able to cross the line of oil with my wheels straight??? –
which created a bit of back-and-forth between the two of us heading into the white
oblivion. In the end the oil was anywhere and everywhere either of us wanted to be,
and fortunately we both realized it and were able to go off straight in side-by-side
fashion. It was pure luck that there was no paint swapped in navigating the oil, and
as I continued to hear the squeal of tires behind me I pedaled as hard as I could to
get out of that gravel trap and get myself the heck out of the line of fire! Ultimately,
this resulted in more than 10 cars getting only an out-lap as a qualifier. Back of the
pack it would be for me and my fellow second-splitters. For the second time in a
weekend, the disreputable Orange Group was responsible for putting the day on
hold. As the cleanup dragged on, it became apparent that a drastic schedule change
was imminent. In light of the the bad behavior, once again it was decided that the
Orange Group would forfeit a session, and once again it was down to a single race
for the day.
The afternoon kicked off with another exciting race start for Orange Cup Race #2, the combined field racing three cars wide all the
way through Turns 2 and 3. When the middle of the pack turned toward the bridge I had to wonder if we might be re-christened
the Yellow Group, as bad luck reared its ugly head again in the form of another meeting between machine and tire wall on the exit
of Turn 4. The field was quickly brought into the hot pits with a black flag to wait while the safety crew pulled the wrecked car
with efficiency and aplomb, sending the Orange Group back out into the fray for a final 6 laps of racing. After a crucial single-file
restart out of Turn 11 that saw many positions traded under the bridge and into Turn 2, John Heldman drove to an uncontested
overall and class victory, while Gene Sigal earned his second BSR victory of the weekend to sweep the field.
In the final race of the weekend, the Red Group racers
drove to the checkered flag without major incident and
thrilled race fans with their skill and determination. Dan
Davis was back in good form and took the checkered flag
just ahead of Mike Monsalve for the overall win. Dave
Leyvas and Malcolm Van Halen each had a repeat of their
Saturday’s class win, and hearty congratulations are in
order for them both.
In the end, it must be said that Laguna Seca is a worthy
opponent in the world of road racing. When pushed, it
pushes back. When mistreated, it can be vengeful and
unrepentant. And yet, when treated with respect it can
net excellent results. If you can’t manage that, it’ll give
you a really spectacular view of a field of Porsches descending the Corkscrew ahead of you.

More Laguna Seca
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C e l e b r a t i n g t h e 7 0 t h Ye a r o f P O R S C H E
Article and Photos by

Ron Palmer

It started in March with an early morning phone call from Mark Harston, Manager, Porsche Clubs North America, Inc. He told me
that in June there was going to be a cross-country rally through Germany to celebrate the 70th year of Porsche. I thought that sounded
cool. But why was he telling me this? Then, he asked if I was interested in representing the POC at the event. It took me a split-second
to pinch myself, and I told him, “Yes, yes, yes!” Jackie and I booked our flights.
June rolled around and we headed to the airport. Our itinerary had us flying to Frankfurt, connecting to Stuttgart and ending with a
train ride to Ludwigsburg. We arrived in Frankfurt as planned only to find out that our connecting flight was cancelled. We gathered our
luggage and purchased a train pass to Stuttgart and on to Ludwigsburg. Once in Ludwigsburg, we found our way from the train station
to the host hotel. We met Mark and his girlfriend Jessie along with sixteen PCA members, including 356 and 911 Registry enthusiasts.
That evening, we all met down in the lobby and took a van to a place called Motor World where we met Paul Gregor, former Manager
for all Porsche Clubs in North America. Paul is now headquartered in Germany working on several Porsche projects. He took us on a
tour inside Motor World where cars, motorcycles, and a jet hanging from the ceiling were displayed. Many cars were housed in glass
boxes (see photos) . Following our tour, we headed to a local restaurant for dinner. I got to experience my first taste of German food.
Then it was back to the hotel for a much needed night’s sleep.

Monday
We met Paul in the lobby at 8:00 AM, and we headed over to the Porsche Museum. Jackie and I were very impressed by its architectural design. Jackie has a special appreciation for these things since she’s the head architect for the City of Coronado. The building is
simply incredible. Three ‘legs’ support its massive size, and design elements throughout are in harmony with the interior exhibitions.
Down below, photographs are displayed, and the official Porsche archives are guarded. A history of racing is preserved in a vault on
the second floor. The third floor houses museum pieces of restored racing history.

From the museum we went across the street to the factory where we were treated to a private tour. This is the factory where Porsche
builds the 911, Boxster, and Cayman models. You might think that these different models would be built on separate assembly lines. I
was surprised to learn that at any given moment, there’d be a Cayman, followed by a 911 Turbo, followed by a Carrera, followed by a
Boxster, followed by a Carrera GTS. The tour was a real eye-opener. We learned that the new Mission E (Taycan) is built in a separate
facility nearby. We also visited the Delivery Center and the Design Center where you can custom build your own car.

Tuesday
We headed to the Porsche Classic restoration facility. We saw the complete restoration process
of many classic cars, including nine 959s. There was so much to see! Unfortunately, photography
was not permitted.
From the Classic facility we headed over to Weissach to visit the place where all RSR, Cup, and
Club Sports are being built. Weissach has its own test track where the cars are put through their
paces. Again, no picture allowed. For me, it was quite a privilege to be able to talk with the designers and technicians that are building the next generation of racecars. We had lunch in their
cafeteria (they call it the Casino) and dinner in a quaint little German restaurant where a few
engineers from Weissach joined us. The beer and wine flowed, the schnitzel was plentiful, and
we returned to our hotel for the night.

Wednesday
We left the hotel at 9:00 AM and headed over to the museum to pick up our cars for the ceremonial rally across Germany, hich would
finish in Leipzig. Around 11:00 AM, with two people in each car, Jackie and I were given a map, a compass, and a new Carrera4 GTS.
Instructed to meet at the hotel in Leipzig at 5:00 PM, we were on our own. We decided to pair up with a couple in a Carrera GTS, John
and Honore from San Francisco, and race our way through the back roads and the autobahn to the finish line. I decided to follow John
out of town. As soon as we hit the autobahn, John took off and I found myself traveling around 200Km/H per hour trying to keep up.
We were headed towards the Nurburgring and I was secretly wondering if we had enough time to make a quick lap around the track
once we got there. I shared my plan with Jackie. Around 2 ½ hours later we were close to the ‘Ring. It began to rain heavily, and we
had to slow down to 40Km/H. It was a good dream to venture out on the legendary track. It just wasn’t going to happen that day.
Jackie plotted a new course and redirected us to Leipzig. I lost John, and we were on our own. Back through the towns and finally
back on the Autobahn, we enjoyed wide-open roads. We made up some lost time by pushing hard and traveling around 318Km/H for
long distances. Around 5:10 PM we arrived at the hotel, and I looked around to see that we were the first ones there! Jackie and I
high-fived and proceeded to check in. At 7:00 PM we were off to dinner with all the drivers for a celebration of our first leg of the rally.
After dinner, there was a quick briefing of what was to come for the next day. We headed off to see the town before heading back to
the hotel. We hit the bed, dead tired, at 11:00.

Thursday
Up at 7 AM. Breakfast at 8:00 and on the road at 8:30. We headed over to the Leipzig factory and arrived at 9:00. The rest of the schedule: 9:30, registration at the factory; 9:30-11:00, factory tour; 11:00-12:30, Taxi Tide on the Porsche track (a Taxi Ride consists of four
passengers in a new Panamera with a factory driver at eleven-tenths for two laps); 12:30-1:130, lunch in the Casino; 1:45-3:45, drive
back to the hotel. Relax. Eat. Sleep.ß

Friday
Up at 7:00 AM and out at 9:00. We headed out on a two-hour drive to Landgasthof Scheubel, Gremsdorf, stopping for a quick coffee
break along the way. 11:45 - 1:00 we drove to Landwehr-Brau, Steinsfeld for lunch. At 2:00 PM we headed to Burg Stettenfels, Untergruppenbach. From 4:00 to 10:00 PM we feasted on a delicious dinner at the castle.

Saturday
There were lots of activities planned, but the entire North American contingent decided to take a trip to a local bakery in the mountains.
We enjoyed the day, exploring on our own.
At 7:00 PM we were picked up from the hotel to head over to the Gala Dinner. The attire was business casual, and the atmosphere was
festive. When we arrived there was a red carpet for us that led into the event. Once inside, there was a band playing, people serving
finger foods, and plenty of drinks. It was truly a first-class operation. There was a Mission E vehicle on display as well as many other
Porsche models. Around 8:30 we were seated, and the official program began. It was an exciting evening of engaging speeches, emotional recounting, and movie footage that took us through 70 years of Porsche Sports Cars.

Sunday
At 4:30 AM we were awake and on our way to the airport. Fourteen hours later, our flight touched down in San Diego. What started
with an early morning phone call in March, ended with memories that will last a lifetime.

Porsche has announced the name of its first full-electric sports car during the official
celebration of the anniversary “70 years Porsche Sports Car” – Taycan. The name
translates as “lively young horse,” referencing the center of the Porsche crest. Our new
electric sports car is athletic and performance-oriented, a car that is capable of longer
distances, and represents freedom,” explains Oliver Blume, CEO of Porsche AG. Here
comes the first electric sports car with the soul of a Porsche.
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And, don’t miss the Official POC
Facebook Page with photos, videos
and comments from our members.
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