
I have to confess, the Willow Springs Finale is my favorite event of the year. You just never know what 
December will bring to Rosamond. Championships come down to the wire. People get animated--ok, 
clamorous--at the annual Town Hall meeting. The weather is always a crapshoot, but at least a respite from 
100-degree summer days. In the 2010 Finale, I got my Cup Racing license at the Racers Clinic in the rain, 
under a double yellow the entire race. The race was called after five laps.

At this year’s December 1 and 2 Finale, we contended with three days of bracing cold and fierce winds, but 
oddly, didn’t battle for any Season Championships in the Red group. Over the course of the year, 87 drivers 
ran in Red. That’s great participation, and the club’s coffers are fuller than they’ve ever been. Yet we seem 
to have had a larger number of drivers attending more sporadically than in years past. To qualify for a class 
Championship, drivers had to enter at least 15 of the season’s 23 races and earn 200 volunteer service 
points. Only seven drivers met the requirements.

Nevertheless, despite the chill, the gusts, and our preoccupation with the recent California fires, we had 
a solid showing of over 20 drivers in the Red group at the Finale. They came to race hard, and the cooler 
temperatures rewarded them with a  grippy and fast track. Although finishing order is always the most 
important thing, lap times are useful benchmarks for drivers’ self-evaluations. If there is one stat all South-
ern California racers can tell you about themselves, it’s their personal best lap time at Willow. I hope I’ll be 
forgiven if I write a bit more about lap times than usual, since there were not even a lot of close races for 
the podiums over the weekend.

Loren Beggs seized the overall victories in both weekend Red races by wide 
margins. He won Saturday’s race by five-and-a-half seconds and Sunday’s 
by more than four-and-a-half. His Saturday qualifying time of 1:20.748 de-
molished his own qualifying record in GTC-7 class by 1.157 second. And his 
fastest lap during Saturday’s race of 1:21.909 beat the GTC-7 record (for a 
race lap) by .748 second. He actually had hoped to turn in some 1:19 or better 
laps, but he was running on Michelins for the first time, and he discovered that 
it was harder for him to get heat into Michelins than the Pirellis he normally 
runs.

The talented Loren is in a class of his own. Literally. These days he is the only 
driver in GTC-7, an exclusive class for 2017 991 GT3 factory Cup cars. He bought the car because it’s the 
spec car in the Pirelli Drivers Cup series, which he has won four times. He doesn’t seem to mind being by 
himself in GTC-7 class in POC, probably because he relishes taking the overall win in every race he enters. 
Loren, who has been racing more than three decades, considers himself “really lucky to be able to afford 
this car.” In point of fact, he has earned the privilege of fine car ownership as the hardworking proprietor 
of  911 Design in Montclair since 1989. Usually he’s too busy tending to clients’ cars to race, so he only 
participated in five races in 2018. Thus, no POC Championship for Loren this year. 

Steve Parker was the second fastest driver on the track all weekend, taking 
GT1 victories on Saturday and Sunday by considerable margins over runner-up 
Tony Garcia. In Saturday’s race he delivered a 1:21.921 lap. All weekend he 
drove on tires left over from the Chuckwalla event, a testament to his driving 
prowess.

Parker is also a mechanic’s mechanic. His dad got him into tinkering with cars 
when he was a kid, and by the time he was 14 he was working in a trans-
mission shop. He has built everything from shifter karts to dragsters. A lover 
of competition, he confesses, “I used to restore cars, but I discovered that I 
always wound up making them into race cars.”

Fifty years later, he comes to every track event with his 36’ trailer loaded with just about everything to fix 
all manner of cars, and whether or not he himself is racing, he invariably helps drivers with hurting cars 
get back on the track and salvage weekends. He has done that for me at least twice in the past, and he 
didn’t want my first-born child in payment. He’s a genuine gem (some would say diamond in the gruff) in 
this club. He says, frankly, “I want everyone to run their car. Well, not everyone.” (Humor.) This club thrives 
thanks to unsung heroes like Parker.

Parker didn’t get the GT1 Championship because he couldn’t enter enough races to qualify during the year. 
He’s had a variety of car issues in his greatly modified ’78 SC, which sports a ’94 Turbo S motor, a G50 
transmission, 993 suspension, and 993 bodywork. He’s like the cobbler whose kids have no shoes. Having 

watched his patient travails developing his self-built race car all season, I was 
glad to see his car working beautifully at last in the final weekend. 

Unfortunately there won’t be a GT1 champion at all this year, because none of 
the 16 drivers who competed in the class participated in the required 15 races.

The Willow Finale in fact was Tony Garcia’s only appearance at POC events this 
year. Tony, who drives a 944 Twin Turbo with massive horsepower, took a pair 
of 2nds over the weekend. And he was flying in the 1:22-1:23 range. This begs 
the question: how do you not drive all year, then show up once and turn times 
like these? Muscle memory? Granted, Tony has been at this for many years--
but is it OK to be jealous?

Mike Monsalve took both GT2 races in a two-man field over the weekend. Over the course of the 
season, nine drivers participated in the class, but only Mike drove in enough events to win the 
Championship. Driving a 2012 GT3 Cup car, he won 14 of the 16 races he entered and finished 2nd 
in each of the other two. Mike’s a former Driver of the Year who has been racing cars for 20 years. 
He used to own an ’89 911 car and would win more populated classes, like the late, great V3, which 
was super- competitive. 

A couple of years ago Blake Rosser invited Monsalve to partner with him in his Flying Lizards RSR 
at the nighttime Willow Tribute, and that changed his life. “I’ll never forget that final lap in that car,” 
he recounted. “My neck hurting, my head bouncing up and hitting the roof going around Turn 4 due 
to the stiff suspension, feeling the car skip and bounce to the left going through 8, and shifting that 

sequential box up to 6th coming out of Turn 9. The car darting left to right with the slight movement of your hands, the turn in, 
the acceleration, the incredible braking. I can still remember that car like it was yesterday. I knew back then that a Cup car was 
in my future.”

Despite being in the lonelier GT2 class this year with his Cup car, Mike is not looking back. He explains, “My hope is to help build 
the GT2 class into a larger group of solid drivers who participate consistently. I’ve thought about falling back to GT3, but it’s hard 
to go from a 430-horsepower, sequential-boxed Cup car to an older 911, or even a GT4 Clubsport, which I considered. Besides, 
although I’m at a slight disadvantage to the GT1 cars, it’s still fun to battle with them, so it’s not like I’m out there by myself every 
event.” 

Mike uses one set of tires a weekend, so Saturday is always going to be his fastest race. He actually qualified 2nd overall on 
Saturday with a 1:22.564, beating all the GT1 guys. But as he says, “With 3000 pounds and 430 horsepower, I’m always racing 
Saturday thinking about how hard I want to push and when, knowing that I’ll pay the price towards the middle of Sunday’s race.” 
Mike, being Mike, was still turning 1:24s mid-race on Sunday.

GT3 was a sweet spot in the POC in 2018. There were 31 drivers who competed in the class at one 
point or another. Needless to say, it was a highly competitive field, with the likes of Kevin Roush, Bob 
Mueller, Nathan Johnson, and Duane Selby. When all was said and done, however, Eric Olberz, who 
has been a speed demon over the years in several different classes, walked off with the Champion-
ship. Eric came to every single track event of the year. He won eight races, took 2nd four times, and 
3rd three times. An imposing physical presence outside of the car with his shiny dome atop a 6’4’, 
220-pound frame, he is even more formidable when he folds himself into his candy-orange Clubsport 
GT4 model Porsche (not to be confused with his racing class of GT3) and leads the grid onto the track.

The Fates did not smile on Eric this weekend, though, and his racing ended before it began. During 
Saturday’s qualifying session he hit some debris on the track and got a flat. The tire unraveled, and rubber flapped in the wheel 
well, rupturing an oil line. There were no parts available at the track to repair the damage. Eric had already locked up the GT3 
Championship before the weekend, so the sting of not being able to race was less painful than it might have been otherwise.

Eric’s racing career spans 32 years. He has been at it as long as any active racer in the club, and he’s only 56. He first started 
running at Riverside in 1986 in an ’86 911 Carrera. His father opposed racing, so Eric snuck off to the track with his doctor Ralph 
Martin, who had been a member of the POC since 1955. When Eric started, most of the other cars at the track were 356s, and 
the club was not even racing wheel-to-wheel yet, just time trialing.

Over the years, Eric has owned several different race cars and won a variety of  championships, including the aforementioned V3 
class in 2010, and GT3 in 2014. He also raced in the World Challenge Series from 2007 to 2009. When I questioned him about 
why racing keeps him so enthused after all these years, he put it simply: “At every track event, on the first lap of the first day, I 
ask myself, ‘Am I really allowed to do this? Is this legal?’ The turns and the G-forces are just so exciting. If it were oval racing, I 
wouldn’t be excited. If it were drag racing, it would be over too quick. Road racing is the perfect blend.”

Eric told me he loves GT3 class because it’s gotten so big and competitive. He also likes it because it 
is fast. “I like a little more acceleration and the ability to get myself into trouble,” he admitted. Was he 
ready for a break after a long season? “Not at all. I can’t wait for next season. I wish we could start 
next weekend.” 

Roush, Mueller, and Selby were all absent from Saturday’s race, which left the GT3 door open for pe-
rennial hard charger and former Driver of the Year Nathan Johnson to take the win, or if not Nathan, 
perhaps Brad Keegan. However, Brent Smith, who had participated in only one prior event this season 
with the club, seemed to appear out of nowhere and take the GT3 win over Nathan by 17 seconds. 
Brent turned very respectable 1:26 times in both qualifying and the race. Again, how do you not race 
all season and then go that fast?

Come Sunday, suddenly there were Roush and Mueller, the terrible two, and things changed. Muel-
ler torched Qualifying with a 1:23.033, eight-tenths of a second ahead of Roush. In the race, though, 
Roush bore down, turning 1:23s and 1:24s all race, and beat Mueller by 19 seconds. Brent, who had 
qualified 3rd, mysteriously did not enter the race. During the race Nathan discovered that setup chang-
es he had just made to the car were working against him, and he dropped way back. Almost by default 
yours truly snuck in for 3rd place (having turned lap times 5-6 seconds slower than the leaders). 

GT3 turns out to be one of only two Red group classes to produce a full Season Championship podium, 
with Eric Olberz on the top step, followed by Nathan Johnson, then Charlie Persico in 3rd. (Charlie had 
jumped up to GT1 class for the Finale.)

The other big class in the Red group these days is GT4. It is very fast and highly competitive. There 
were 26 GT4 drivers during the course of the year, but one consistently stood out: Steve Town. You have 
to marvel at the sub-1:28s he pulls in that class at Willow in his ’99 996, and his competitors like Chick 
Richardson and Razvan Sporea are right in there with 1:28s. Dave Leyvas was right there with them 
until a mid-season incident (for which I take responsibility) caused his car to miss a couple of races. 
Steve won nine of the 16 races he entered this year. He also got four 2nds and a 3rd. Remarkably, this 
was Steve’s first full year as a wheel-to-wheel racer. 

The Willow Finale was no exception for Steve, as he copped wins in both races. His duel against Ryan 
Saylor in Saturday’s race might have been the best battle of the entire weekend in any class, Orange 
group included. The drama began when Steve had to miss Qualifying due to a pressing business mat-
ter, so he began the race DFL in 21st place. But by sheer chance, he had a magical start. Drivers went 
left, drivers went right, and Steve found an opening right up the middle into Turn 1. In Turn 2 he was 
able to get behind Chick Richardson and follow him through on the inside. He managed to pass Chick 
in 3, but Chick passed him back in 9. Steve got Chick again in Turn 1, and stayed ahead. 

Moving up gradually through the pack, he finally reeled in the leader Ryan Saylor on Turn 3 of the last 
lap. Steve didn’t even realize it was the last lap. He hadn’t seen the white flag come out. But he got a 

good run on Ryan coming out of 9 and nipped him by .122 seconds at the finish line. Town had moved up 10 places to win GT4. 
His takeaway: “Man, that was lucky. I hope not to do it again, but it was a hell of a challenge.”

Steve drives in a manner that permits no taking of prisoners. He passed me on the inside in Turn 3 on Sunday after I thought I had 
already shut the door on him. In that race he beat Chick by four-and-a-half seconds and Razvan by five. So Town takes the 2018 
GT4 Championship, followed by Chick, then Razvan.

Steve, who came back from a three-car collision (not his fault) that gave him a slight concussion early in the season at Buttonwil-
low, told me that while driving home on Sunday, he had a big smile on his face. “I was pinching myself, thinking, ‘I can’t believe 
we get to do this,” he said. “Not many people do, and I definitely don’t take it for granted.”

During interviews for this article, I heard positive comments about the POC, from veterans and relative newcomers alike. Loren 
Beggs ticked off a laundry list: “It’s a good format--you can drive as much or as little as you want; there is great camaraderie 
among very good drivers; and the cars are fast.”

Steve Town told me, “I am so appreciative of what the POC has done for so many years--giving new drivers like me opportunities 
to do something really neat, challenging, and unique.”

Mike Monsalve waxed eloquent when he wrote me this: “I have a strong passion for the POC that keeps me racing with the club. 
Although racing is the most important draw for me, I have some great friends at POC that I’ve known for many years. Even the 
long-time members I don’t socialize with much, and to whom I just say the usual hello, I appreciate because they are the ones 
who make up the foundation of what this club is today. Finally, it’s been said many times, but I’ll say it again: We are all so lucky 
to have the opportunity and ability to get together and race our cars each month. It’s the ultimate balance to whatever else we 
do in life.”

Finally, I try to minimize rhapsodizing, but I’ll take any blowback on these end-of year sentiments: First, my thanks to John Gordon, 
who is stepping down as Director of Motorsports. I don’t know anyone who has given more to the club than this walking whirl-
wind. I hope he gets his car back on track in GT3 next year. And a deep bow to Don Matz, the creative, patient, yet whip-cracking 
editor and graphic designer of Velocity, with whom I’ve shared many laughs.

In order to appreciate my weekend at Willow Springs, you must understand the concept of karma. Wikipedia defines karma as:

Karma: Refers to the spiritual principle of cause and effect where intent and actions of an individual (cause) influence the future 
of that individual (effect).  Good intent and good deeds contribute to good karma and future happiness, while bad intent and bad 
deeds contribute to bad karma and future suffering.

Any driver who attended the final four events of 2018 heard John Gordon speak at the Saturday morning drivers meeting. If you’ve 
been paying attention, you’ve heard John explain what to do if you have a mechanical problem and are losing fluids. Repeat after 
me; get off the racing line and get off the track as fast as you safely can. You have also heard John introduce me, Joe Wiederholt, 
as the proud owner of Boxster Spec number 868, the Exxon Valdez. The name stems from me laying down an extensive oil slick 
at Laguna Seca earlier this year. Unfortunately, that episode caused several cars to spin off the track and caused a long track 
shut down while the track was cleaned. It also led to an engine failure on my car, so all in all, it was a bad outing. From a karma 
standpoint, that was definitely a bad deed. I hoped that the recurring public scolding and loss of the engine were enough suffering 
to make me even, but no…

During the second Orange race at Willow Springs I was off to a good start and was hanging with the fourth-place car, trying to 
slowly close the gap and create an opportunity to pass. As I entered the Omega a double yellow was displayed and I eased off a 
bit, holding a decent pace in order to close up the formation for an eventual restart. As I entered turn eight, I could see an SCR 

parked off on the inside, undoubtedly the reason for the full course yellow. I eased off further, 
turned in and immediately spun in oil from the stricken SCR. The spin lead to a big off that tore 
off the bumper cap and destroyed a radiator. Unsurprisingly, I was disappointed, even more 
so when I realized that the car was not repairable for Sunday as we did not have a required 
mounting bracket. I packed up my driving clothes and resigned myself to only instructing on 
Sunday. As they say, karma’s a bit**.

Before I had a chance to get too down, I got a text from Andrew Weyman, who had to leave 
early on Friday due to illness. Andrew was following Race Monitor and wondered what had 
happened to me in race number two. I filled him in on the spin and he immediately offered to 
let me use his car on Sunday. After contemplating the offer, and with a touch of encourage-
ment from Vali Predescu, I accepted Andrew’s kind offer. I wish that I could say that I went on 
to fairy tale win in a borrowed car, but I can say that I had a fun race and didn’t have to end the 
year on bad note. Andrew’s generosity is a prime example of the camaraderie and spirit that 
bring me back to the POC again and again.

Although my spin and Andrew’s offer were my personal highlights, they pale in comparison to the tight racing that weekend. Our 
2018 BSR champion, Gene Sigal, completed a clean sweep of all three Boxster Spec races and set a new BSR track record of 
1:31.306 in the process. However, don’t let the sweep fool you into thinking that the races were boring. The winning margins in 
the three races were 0.309, 0.023 and 0.098 seconds. What a way to close out 2018!  Less than two months until the February 
season opener back at Willow Springs!

It was impressive watching the drivers safely navigate the track at such high rates of speed. The energy was palpable. Fast 
forward three races and several months as a spectator: I found myself at Willow Springs, having been gifted a Performance Driv-
ing School 2-day training by a generous longtime POC member. There was no turning back now! The cold windy day at Willow 
Springs began with an all-drivers meeting, where I received a warm welcome from members. I received my transponder, race 
times, and instructions, and was assigned a personal driving instructor, George Meeker. Next up was classroom training, which 
I found informative and helpful. Don Matz, my PDS classroom teacher, skillfully laid out the basics of driving a track. Until then, I 
had never heard of “Apex”, “Tracking”, “Commit” or “Brake” in this context. It was a lot to take in, but Don is an excellent com-
municator. Having never driven on a track, I appreciate that he presented the information concisely and in laymen’s terms. He 
answered questions and clearly explained what to expect.

As we waited for our group’s start time, my personal driving instructor, George, took me through the safety checklist, taught me 
how to put on my gear, prep the car and tires, and connect our microphones so we could communicate while driving the course.  
We reviewed the turn locations and track layout. Driving onto the track, I felt my adrenaline surge. I had no idea what to expect. 
Those first laps-wow! As my fear lessened my courage grew. Every turn was skillfully critiqued by my instructor, with clear direc-
tions communicated. Not only were George’s commands precisely issued with enough lead time to process and react, but his 
calm demeanor and professional expertise put me at ease. I started to relax and enjoy the experience. That lasted for about 15 
seconds, at which time I heard and saw a swarm of cars approaching. My instructor calmly directed me to follow his commands. 
I’m not going to lie, it was scary. On the track, I learned how to give a point-buy and hit an apex. My instructor taught me how 
to anticipate a turn, and navigate the track. Just as I started to get familiar with the track and the turns, it was time to exit the 
course. Reflecting on the experience, I realized that watching a race and driving in one are completely different.  I have a new-
found respect for the skilled drivers of POC. It is impressive how expertly they maneuver their cars and execute turns at such high 
rates of speed. Even more inspiring is the camaraderie and cooperation I witnessed among POC members. I watched as a race 
car with a broken axle was towed to the paddock. The driver was immediately surrounded by fellow POC members, offering tools, 
encouragement and assistance. This is what makes the POC a unique and rare commodity; this sense of community. 

Be sure to check out the POC 
website for our 2018 schedule of 
events and to stay current on PDS, 
Time Trial and Cup Racing standings.

And, don’t miss the Official POC 
Facebook Page with photos, videos 
and comments from our members.
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Bad karma for Joe at turn eight

Karma, the Orange Group and the spirit of the POC

My excitement for this sport 
started building the first time 
I attended a POC event 
as a spectator at the 
AAA Raceway 
in Fontana.
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