
As I make the trip to Buttonwillow for this year’s race, I am reminded of my first racers clinic I took 
there last year.  I was nervous and apprehensive to think I could actually have a chance to race with and against 
the drivers I had come to admire and respect. I had a chance to meet a few of them and knew some names of 
others. I had gotten to meet them when I was doing time trials in January of last year. I had started doing time 

trials to learn the tracks in a 1990 BMW street car, as my 
Boxster was in the process of being built. Yet, would I have 
what it takes to be able to compete? The best advice I got 
going in to the racers clinic was to not screw up and don’t do 
anything stupid. Sounds easy enough but, with me, you just 
never know. I did get through that first clinic in the rain and 
that was exciting. So, now to return, a year later, as a “racer” 
brought very different thoughts. 

The racer’s clinic was run counter clockwise and the race 
this year was to be run clockwise. I arrived on Friday and 
ran the afternoon session to learn the track in the clockwise 

direction. The first couple of times on the track was spent trying to stay out of everyone’s way and learn the 
turns. I tried following anyone I could try and keep up with to see their line until I could practice my own. Slowly, 
I started to get a feel for the flow of the track and had to work on braking and turn in points. Car positioning 
is critical here, more so than some other tracks, to be able to carry speed through the turns and be set up 
for the next turn, as they come fast in portions of the track. I look at some of the times that my fellow Spec 
Boxster drivers are turning and, I am not in the same league. I am optimistic though, as I tend to do better as 
the weekend progresses and I become more familiar with the track. I find other drivers that I can keep in my 
sights and pick up the pace as I tend to do better chasing cars in front of me. My times start to improve from 
embarrassing to acceptable for a new racer just learning the track, in other words, still not great. 

I head out for the practice session on Saturday and with the previous day’s knowledge of the track in my 
memory, I start to pick up the pace a little. I was anxious to see how I did only to find out my transponder did 
not transmit. So, I rented one just time for qualifying. I qualified 8th in spec boxster out of 20 in class. Better 
than I expected but still far off the pace of the front runners. I finished 7th in the first race, my first top 10 finish.  
I just tried to drive as hard as I could and not do anything stupid. Not always an easy combination for me.  The 
second race was not so great. I ran hard but managed to pass under a yellow flag….stupid… and not too 
much more to say about that, except once is too many. 

Sunday I was trying to find out where I would make up some time from the previous day’s times. One of the 
great things about the POC and especially the drivers in the spec boxster class is that they are willing to help 
you. I was able to compare my time graph against a fellow racer and friend and found two significant places I 
was losing time. I was able to qualify on Sunday 2 seconds faster that I had done the previous day. Thanks for 
your help! I qualified 7th on Sunday, and I was less than .6 seconds slower than the third place qualifier.  I was 
making progress in qualifying, at least.  My excitement was short lived as I managed to lose 3 places on the 
start and did an off track coming out of turn one that cost me a position after I had picked up two of the places 
I lost at the start. I did manage to finish 9th for another top 10 finish. 

The most exciting thing for me is that I am able to race with people I respect and admire for their driving ability, 
as well as their character.  A year ago I thought this was more of a dream than would ever be a reality.  You 
just never know what you can do until you try. It is never too late to compete; and, I appreciate everyone that 
has been a part of my maturing in this exciting sport. The more I know about racing and competing, the more I 
realize that I still have a lot to learn.  For example, I am learning that braking is not just braking, there is an art 
to braking properly and doing it well makes a big difference. I hope to build on my progress, not repeat any of 
my mistakes and, to remember that this is fun competition no matter how seriously we take it. 

It was as though Spring had finally arrived. There were a few puddles in the infield, but the 
track at Buttonwillow was dry, the sky was clear and the sun was out.There were nearly 130 
sign-ups in the Cup Racer, Time Trial, PDS and Race Clinic groups and conditions could not have 
been better. 

On Saturday morning, the 19 Racer’s Clinic participants climbed the stairs to the tower and 
classroom, signed their names on the roll sheet and took their seats. Beyond the shared 
excitement and intensity, it was a diverse and interesting group, as noted by POC Chief Driving 
Instructor Dwain Dement. “We have a great group of drivers for the clinic with a wide variety 
of cars. We’ve got a good span of ages, we have a couple participating together, Bryan and 
Danna Van Noy. There are Spec Boxsters, GT4 Club Sports, a GT3RS and a 911R and more.” 
Backgrounds varied from relatively new drivers to those with several years of experience either 
with Porsche Owners Club or other organizations such as SCCA and PCA. Dwain had each racer 
introduce themselves, what car they were driving, provide a little bit of their driving background 
and elaborate on their goals and aspirations.

Geoff Booth, who joined POC in 2018 is completing his second racer’s clinic. Geoff admitted: 
“What I really want is to be a Red Cup racer with POC. I want to get good at this.”  Andy Wong, 
after three years in the POC, also stated: “I’m Andy, I have a BSR and I want to be a cup racer.” 

The introductions progressed in 
similar fashion with both first and 
second-time clinic attendees. 

After introductions, instruction 
began in earnest and before 
long the drivers were on the 
track. Red Group racer and POC 
Board Member, Nathan Johnson, 
described how the participants 
were constantly challenged and 
elaborated on the strength of the 
POC path to cup racing. “POC 
racing clinics are top notch. The 
program involves a natural, linear 
progression toward racing safely 

and effectively. It gives you confidence and helps build the necessary skills one needs in order 
to become a cup racer.” 

As Saturday progressed, the drivers began making significant strides. Alternating between the 
classroom and the track, they quickly gained a better grasp of what the clinic was all about. 
Booth summed it up well: “I think the best thing about this is the instruction on how to be both 
safe and fast...The experience you get from the clinic is something that every driver can really 
benefit from – whether racing or time trialing they can be safe out there and have a lot of fun.”

Sunday saw the added excitement of more side-by-side action and a focus on race starts. 
The intensity remained high. Tired faces were offset by huge smiles coming off the track. 
The Racers Clinic is an awesome experience for many reasons, but there are a few specific 
elements that were cited as recurrent favorites over the course of the weekend, including side-
by-side driving, learning to feel comfortable with the concept that there is no perfect line in a 
race scenario and that driving offline isn’t as uncomfortable as we might think. Also, the lack 
of constant lap time references is freeing in that we are able to concentrate on specific skills 
and strategies with complete attentiveness rather than embedding this training within a PDS 
or time trial scenario where we are driving with an eye on lap times. Frankly, it’s hard to get a 
clean lap in Racers Clinic and this is a terrific thing. The intensity is ratcheted up to 11. Race 
start after race start with faster cars bearing down on the slower, and every single driver having 
to react with speed and precision.  

Andy Wong described how he came in with the pre-clinic goal of getting some experience 
going side-by-side and driving off line, but was somewhat surprised by the intensity. “Honestly, 
I didn’t think it was going to be as intense as it was (particularly the practice starts), but I found 
it exhilarating. I was also learning how to trust others around me on track. It was a weekend full 
of driving off the racing line, with cars all around, passing exercises, and more practice starts 
than I care to count.” Andy also noted that the lessons came in many shapes and forms and he 
appreciated the opportunity to discuss them with seasoned racers in the classroom debrief. “It 
was a great program and I liked the different perspectives from seasoned racing drivers and 
also the students”, Andy noted. “Like Dwain said, anything can happen on a restart (like really 

fast cars starting behind you), and in my case, I had a transmission related problem and only realized I didn’t 
have second gear right before a race start.”

By Sunday’s end, the clinic participants were worn out, but exhilarated. Post-race congratulations were 
shared and the obligatory final class photo 
snapped. With huge smiles and arms in 
the air, they emerged victorious, each 
having been challenged, each passing 
through the experience with new skills 
and understanding. POC Racers - be 
on the look out for new red dots in your 
upcoming sessions. Be sure to give them 
a big thumbs-up and welcome them to the 
fold. POC loves big classes and with the 
club continuing to grow, we look forward to 
welcoming new racers to both the Orange 
and Red run groups in the coming months.

Be sure to check out the POC 
website for our 2019 schedule of 
events and to stay current on PDS, 
Time Trial and Cup Racing standings.
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What a difference a year makes!
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SPRING MOUNTAIN 
April 27-28
Fantastic track...always 
worth the jaunt to 
Pahrump!

Open to PDS, TT and Cup 
racers.

Register Today!

El Toro Marine Base 
April 28
Brand new series to 
the POC. A great way to 
test your car and your 
abilities. 

Instructors available.

Register Today!

2018 POC Yearbook
Our entire 2018 season 
captured with dynamic 
photos and great articles.

If you haven’t received 
yours yet, be sure to order 
one today!

TRIBUTE to LeMANS 
May 18-19
Our Marquee event of the 
year featuring the fun 3 
hour Enduro on Saturday. 

Open to PDS, TT and Cup 
racers.

Register Today!
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And, don’t miss the Official POC 
Facebook Page with photos, videos 
and comments from our members.

CFOS2019
C a l i f o r n i a  F e s t i v a l  o f  S p e e d

Our new Automotive RE-START (RS) Batteries 
are the first to offer built-in WIRELESS Jump-Starting!

Click here to find out more!!

Buttonwillow 
POC Racers Clinic

Porsche enthusiasts come together each year at the California Festival of Speed in Fontana to witness 
wheel-to-wheel racing, a timeline of Porsche history, and to simply partake in the overall camaraderie of the 
event. From the classic Speedster to the 2019 GT3 R and everything in between, the CFOS is an enthusiast’s 
dream. Every year, the racing becomes more intense as the engineering behind the cars reaches new levels...
but the passion and classic prestige of the Porsche name never changes. 

As an engineering student, I always enjoy walking around and talking to people about their builds and the 
thought process behind them. I chatted with Bisi Ezerioha who built an insane Cayman from the ground up, 
pretty unorthodox to other builds that I’ve seen. Like me, he was also an engineering major. After seeing what 
he’d accomplished by combining a hobby, a passion and a degree into a successful career...this certainly 
helped put things into perspective. It incentivized me to stay-the-course and showed that with hard work and 
persistence, nothing is unattainable. I’m now finally beginning to understand the concepts that I’m being taught 
in class like, for instance, fluid dynamics and heat transfer and how they apply to my race car and to my driving.

Meanwhile on the track there was a lot of excitement. Saturday’s enduro was won by Dan Davis and Craig 
Stanton in GT1. Clay Medley, a rookie, for a good while was leading the Boxsters in the enduro, but was caught 
in the final few laps by Bryan Van Noy who is also a newcomer to the Boxster class. Sunday’s Orange Cup 
race was quite memorable for Anders and Alex Hainer, the father-daughter powerhouse finished 1st and 2nd in 
Boxster Spec! For total results be sure to go to the link accompanying this article.

On vendor row, the POC, as in years past, set up an exhibit in order to attract new members. The incentive: 
Receive a Free Race Day at any upcoming PDS event simply by joining the POC and paying an annual membership 
fee. Thanks go out to Glenwood Gum and Dave Kuether for manning the booth both days and for being super 
ambasadors in representing our club!

Finally I need to mention how fortunate I feel to be a part of such an eclectic and familial community. The 
camaraderie, the laughs, the passion, and the respect, for me, is what it’s all about. Each year the Festival of 
Speed reminds me of that and each year this event brings us all closer together. 
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LNENGINEERING.COM  |  125 GLADIOLUS ST., MOMENCE, IL 60954 INFO@ LNENGINEERING.COM  |  PHONE 815-472-2939PRECISION PERFORMANCE
SINCE 2002

NO CAST IRON. NO COMPROMISES.
BILLET ALUMINUM CONSTRUCTION

LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY ON PLATING
MAXIMUM COOLING, HORSEPOWER AND STRENGTH

YOUR CHOICE OF PISTONS

THE MOST TRUSTED AFTERMARKET CYLINDERS

Eliminates ball bearing completely
Easy oil changes with spin-on oil filter
Pressure-fed plain bearing, like in 
Mezger engine

Integrates dual-row bearing in place
of the original single-row
Custom hybrid ceramic ball bearing
Billet bearing cap / flange

FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR ENGINE.THE FIRST. THE ORIGINAL.
INTERMEDIATE SHAFT BEARING UPGRADE KITS FOR M96 AND M97 ENGINES  

US Patent 8,992,089 B2 | US Patent 9,416,697 B2 | US Patent 9,909,469
US Patent 9,687,974 B2
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We have a world of resources at our fingerrps. Through our Virtuoso partnership 
we offer exclusive access to amenires, upgrades, concierge services, and 
on-the-ground local assistance to create your unforgeeable experience.

We are proud to be a sponsor of the Porsche Owners Club. From weekend 
getaways to longer vacarons, we collaborate with you on all of your travel 
dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a liferme, it’s about a liferme of 
extraordinary trips.

AAnywhere. Anyrme. Anyway.

Porsche Owners Club
Personal Travel Concierge

1.800.617.3709
poc@tangerinetravel.com
www.TangerineTravel.com

VELOCITY  designed by Don Matz Graphics

Join us in 
thanking and 
supporting 
all of our 
sponsors 

for the 2019 
season!
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