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Why
I love
Streets
in June
by Allen Cravello

We drive Streets during the two most inhospitable
times of the year – January and June. That’s part of the
charm. A Maître’ D once said “anyone can seat an empty
restaurant”. And I would say that “anyone can drive when
the weather is perfect.” Streets, in June, in the heat, the
wind, and the dust, is something truly special and far from
perfect. It reminds me of why I took up this sport – and
yes, this is a sport, and we all need sport! It’s mentally and
physically challenging, and you compete against yourself
and others – hence, Sport! I equate driving to skiing and
golf. Skiing is about balance, carving, and the fall line. Golf is about technique, swing thoughts,
ball flight and silencing the gerbils that get in your head and mess you up. Sound familiar?
Streets, in June has all these attributes, and more!
Many of us had our performance driving debuts at Streets. We were brought to the track by
someone who already had the passion. Mine goes back to 2002 when I brought a 993 Targa Tip
(great car, wish I still had it) to the skid pad where we had a ‘skills clinics’ as part of our PDS
licensing. What did I learn that first weekend? Technique
and skills are essential to performance driving, receiving
instruction is vital to improving, and recreational driving
is nothing close to performance driving a Porsche at race
speed - and I had the passion! Progressing through the POC
is a ‘rite of passage’ that usually starts with Streets.
But why show up? Why give up a weekend to deal with the
‘charms’ of Streets in June?
To start, the driver’s meeting Saturday morning had some
good reminders that resonated with me:
-It’s not about your lap times, as those are going to change with weather, wind, tires, and many
other factors (or excuses in my case). It’s more about your overall performance and growth
as a driver that matters. I would add that having a game plan for your driving weekend and
executing the plan, is also important
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-Challenge yourself to improve your skills – from beginner to
expert, we all can improve on a weekend like this. I learned
a few things about myself and my car on this hot June
Saturday and tried my best to execute my plan. I wanted
more speed going into the bowl, and a deeper dive into the
skid pad. Data will tell all if I made progress.
Think of Streets as a series of corners that are like other
tracks we drive. I had never thought of that and it makes
perfect sense. I tried it and it worked. Even though I’ve sat through many drivers meetings, I
don’t recall ever hearing that. I walked away with an additional strategy for my driving daythanks to Don Matz for that intel.
Lastly, I really enjoyed instructing on Saturday. The driver’s
seat is about me and the car. The passenger seat is about me
and the track. That is why I like instructing – it’s a great way
to see the track from a different perspective. I always drive
better after I have instructed, and I usually learn something
from the student. It’s an opportunity to think about my plan
from the right hand seat. I was lucky enough to be teamed
with two great guys, father and son, as students – call them
Mike and Chris. (since those are their names). Dad Mike likes performance cars and previously
owned a 1986 turbo that he drove off the lot. He shared with me what he paid for the car – you
don’t want to know. Son Chris, remembered admiring the car at a young age, probably hoping
to get it out for some neighborhood hot laps once he got his driver’s license. Porsche is in his
DNA. Mike had not had a lot of recent track time, but he got the hang of it quickly and by the
end of the day, he had the passion! Chris has skills. He had not been CCW at Streets, so we
spent the day homing in on the driving line. I joked that ‘now that he had figured it out, he has
to wait until January to do CCW again’! Mike and Chris hung out with us after the last session
and it was very cool to see them enjoying their time together. For those of us who don’t have
that opportunity anymore, you know what I’m talking about. For those that do, get your kids or
parents to the track!
It was great getting to know Mike and
Chris and I hope they come to future
POC events. They will be excellent
additions to our club.
This past weekend is why I love
Streets, and a reminder of why we
should keep ‘showing up’ to PDS
events, especially in June. It’s an opportunity to meet new members, give some instruction,
share worn out stories and make new ones, run into friends at Mosman’s, and enjoy a fun filled
evening at the Speedway races. Can’t wait until next year!
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The STREETS June 2019
PDS / Time Trial

June “STREETS”
Frank Spasaro

We have a world of resources at our ﬁngerrps. Through our Virtuoso partnership
we oﬀer exclusive access to ameniies, upgrades, concierge services, and
on-the-ground local assistance to create your unforgeeable experience.
We are proud to be a sponsor of the Porsche Owners Club. From weekend
getaways to longer vacaaons, we collaborate with you on all of your travel
dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifeeme, it’s about a lifeeme of
extraordinary trips.
A nywhere. Anyyme. Anyway.
Porsche Owners Club
Personal Travel Concierge
1.800.617.3709
poc@tangerinetravel.com
www.TangerineTravel.com

www.digitalfilmtree.com 323.851.3000

More June “STREETS”
CaliPhotography

https://www.gmgracing.com 714.432.1582
Instagram: @gmgracing / Twitter: @gmgracing / Facebook: TeamGMG

WWW.racers360.com

305-788-7148

Upcoming Events...

Laguna Seca

Auto Club Speedway

Arguably one of the most
fun and certainly most
famous tracks on our
schedule...Not to miss!

Our popular
“TRIPLE CROWN”
Come on out and run the
Roval...Cup, Time Trial and PDS!

Register Today

Registration Open Soon!

Port of San Pedro

2018 POC Yearbook

August 23-25

September 7-8

July 14

A great way to have fun
while improving your
driving abilities...
For “newbies” and
veterans alike!

Our entire 2018 season
captured with dynamic
photos and great articles.
If you haven’t received
yours yet, be sure to order
one today!

Instructors available.
Register Today

Check Us Out!
Be sure to check out the POC
website for our 2019 schedule of
events and to stay current on PDS,
Time Trial and Cup Racing standings.

And, don’t miss the Official POC
Facebook Page with photos, videos
and comments from our members.
VELOCITY
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