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LAGUNA SECA

Join us in
thanking and
supporting
all of our
sponsors
for the 2019
season!

by Karen Robinson

Where’re you headed? Laguna.
That word means only one thing to racers: The iconic Laguna Seca
Raceway. Built in 1957 in only 60 days for $125,000 (a deal even
in today’s dollars of $1.5 million) on land leased from the Army, the
track was born and took its place in history. The first official race
at Laguna Seca Raceway took place November 8, 1957 and was
won by Pete Lovely in a 1956 Ferrari 500 Testa Rossa. Times have
changed a bit.
Recognizing the danger of the Pebble Beach Road Races (19501956), Laguna Seca Raceway was designed in response to the
growing craze for car racing the US. From its early years the track’s
initial 1.9 mile configuration has undergone six changes, the most
drastic in 1986 when present day Turns 3 and 4 were added. The
original course was just too fast for the increasingly faster cars
and too short for motorcycles looking to add Laguna Seca to
their racing circuit. The current 2.238 mile configuration provides
improved safety, runoff, and spectator management with bridges
and walkways. And fun. Don’t forget that part.

Original 1.9 mile
configuration

Before Laguna Seca was a twinkle in its founder’s eyes, The
Present 2.238 mile
Porsche Owners Club was already climbing through the gears. At
configuration
our start in 1955 a group of Porsche enthusiasts began to build a
reputation locally that has spread internationally. Known for driver
development and safety, POC has trained amateur racers and many have continued into the
professional world. And so, we make the journey each year to learn about ourselves, to push
ourselves to improve, and to battle it out whether at the front, the middle, or the back of the
pack. Laguna Seca is the farthest we travel for an event and for some, the highlight of the
season.

What Sound?

20.04.2010

21:13 Uhr

I didn’t hear anything. Deafness and denial may be the secret to a long-lasting relationship, but
it doesn’t work well at Laguna Seca. We all know the preparation by now and the 92db limit is
the major talk leading up to the race. Creativity abounds with what looks like motorsport arts
& crafts: giant mufflers, supertraps, you name it—even bone stock cars have trouble meeting
the restricted sound limit.
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The sounds of racing at Laguna Seca are different. Quieter, muting a distraction. The usual
sounds of a race weekend are felt in the belly, the guttural growl of horsepower transferring
to rubber and screaming down the racetrack. The infamous Sound Booth at the exit of Turn
5 often requires a driver to lift, sacrificing precious momentum, in order to not pierce the
92db barrier. No one wants a meatball—and I don’t mean sandwich. After the IMSA Historic
Races this year, one racer stayed on and we had a new playmate on the field. Ron Goodman
from Australia brought out his 356 Outlaw “Christine” to run with the Orange Group. As he
passed me making a run up the hill to Turn 6, that
sweet sound meant only one thing. Zap! He was
awarded the meatball before Turn 8. Even with a
specially designed muffler and a few other fixes,
the Outlaw blew 97.5db on her first practice run
and Ron called it a day. Disappointing, but so fun
for those few laps.
Respect is demanded and the walls are an abrupt reminder that the price for missing the
track out on Turns 3 & 4 or overcooking Turn 11 are high. Visualizing our laps, we hope to
channel the skill, insight, and focus of those drivers for whom many sections are named: Turn
2 – the Andretti Hairpin brings an emphasis on precision. The Rahal Straight between Turns
6 and 7 draws attention to speed and wide-open vision, knowing what the famous Corkscrew
can do when attention is even briefly diverted. Track lore says that the Corkscrew was born
when the original crew of graders reached the top of the hill and were impatient to wrap up a
long day. In a hurry to get home to dinner, they
carved the quick left-right chicane with a serious
altitude drop that was probably better suited for
their Caterpillar Road Grader than a race car.
Next comes the turn that I call “patience”: Turn
Bobby Rahal
Wayne Rainey
9—Rainey Curve, named for Wayne Rainey, the Mario Andretti
Champion Grand Prix motorcycle racer known for his smoothness—links a series of turns
leading to the most important left hander on the track: Turn 11. Every racer and time trialer
know that the entry onto the front straight is where races are decided and advantage gained
by the first driver to throttle.

Family Affair
Laguna Seca presents a chance to share our love of motorsports with our families and friends.
Let’s face it, no matter how much they love us, it’s a big “ask” to recruit someone to come
out to our usual desert venues complete with triple digit temperatures, a dearth of interesting
activities, and hotel rooms that could be in any city—just check the trusty Yellow Pages to
confirm your location. This year’s event found family gathering from all over the state and
the country. Sharing what we love with those we love makes it even more meaningful. They
enjoyed the beautiful area, fine food, resorts, golf, and spas. We, of course, were sweating it out
with high humidity from the coastal fog that was reluctant to exit each morning.
Notable in our club is the increasing number of families who are participating together: Vali
& Ana Predescu, Anders & Alexandra Hainer, The Kolbes—Marc, Max & William (Wow: three
of them!), Darin & Ryan Moore, Lain & Ann McNeill, Rusty & Devin West,
Don & Scott Matz; Andrew Weyman & Terry Davis, Dave & “Pants” Buckholtz,
Jim & Regan Steedman, James & Jim Mcloughlin, Philip & Sam Parnagian,
and more in the making as kids get driver’s licenses and catch the “bug.”
The reality of youth’s better reflexes, vision, and lack of mortgage payments
plays out as the kids are catching their parents. Just take a look at the highly
competitive BSR class in the three Orange Group Races. Anders Hainer 1st in
all three and Alexandra Hainer 3rd in two of three races. Alex was only tenths
of a second behind P1! Asking Anders how it feels, he confessed that there
are competing voices: The Angel on one shoulder who is proud of what Alex
has accomplished, and the Devil on the other; the competitor to the core, who
The Kolbe’s
wants to win. Watch out Anders, she’s coming for you.
The depth of Laguna Seca’s legacy carries through generations of racers for whom Laguna Seca is a pilgrimage,
in a way almost sacred, as we remember all who have driven before us, reflect on how lucky we are to participate
in this incredible sport, and to cede the reverence and respect due that can only be truly understood by those who
have driven or raced this incredible track.

Recollections of Laguna Seca Back in the Day
Martin Schacht
Back in the in the 1990s, we always ran Thanksgiving weekend. Stuff yourself with turkey on Thursday, then off
to the track on Friday for the weekend. And usually, you could count on a rainy day, although I don’t recall ever
being rained out completely. Those who were there can never forget the Event Master for the weekend: Neal
Rouzier. He would gather all the drivers to the pit wall near start finish for the Drivers Meeting and let us know
that there would be no nonsense tolerated. Neal had that Drill Sargent façade. We believed him and minded
our manners.
One of the biggest contrasts between then and now is that most cars were driven to and from the event, and
very few cars arrived on trailers. Pods of us would pilgrimage up from LA. In an attempt to be stealthy and crafty
(to avoid speeding tickets) we’d take the “5” to the “166” to the “33,” then over Highway 46 to US 101 for the
remaining 1½ hours to Laguna Seca. I had a Passport radar detector and a scanner in the car (it seemed to
have worked, if never receiving a speeding ticket in a Porsche car is any indication). With the scanner I could
hear the CHP radio calls, calls to the CHP from their aircraft, and get alerts that a speed trap was ahead. Once
as a group of us were zooming north on “33” the CHP airplane buzzed us, just to let us know we were not as
slick as we thought we were.
The POC GCRs were completely different than today’s rules. Back in the old Laguna Seca days, Time Trial
classes were Stock, followed by Production, and the V classes for the developed cars and drivers. V3/R5 was a
biggie and somewhat analogous to today’s SCR class. Steve Alarcon was a V3/R5 icon.
Classes were grouped by model and year. The 1969 to 1973 911T and the 911E the 911S pretty much had
their own separate classes, followed by the 911SC, then the 84 – 89 Carrera classes. There was a sprinkling
of 914 and 914-6 cars, and some hopped up 944 Turbo cars. All of this is in contrast to today’s weight to HP
GCRs and a plethora of Spec Classes. Bolt on aero devices such as monster wings had not arrived. No dive
planes, no side skirts, and wheels widths were somewhat restrained. As we know, aero really helps at Laguna
Seca, especially over Turn 1 where downforce does play a role. Lacking aero and sticky tires, lap times were
not what they are today.
POC was a Time Trial Club prior to the introduction of wheel to wheel racing 1994. At all events we would
practice in our respective run groups all weekend, capped off by the formal Time Trial. We had three laps on
Sunday afternoon: one warm up lap and two timed laps. We were gridded by our best time of the weekend
prior to the formal Time Trial.
Tires were in their nascent stage and Yokohoma A-008s were a hot item. We were driving to the track, running
for the weekend, and then driving home. For the lucky few, the A-008 Rs were the trick tire (although fairly soft
for street driving). I can’t recall when Hoosier R-6 tires arrived at Laguna Seca, but that was a game changer
and a wallet decimeter. As the years rolled by more and more cars arrived on trailers, and then in enclosed
trailers pulled by rigs. Slicks arrived on the scene for the racers.
There were no race gas pumps at the track and some of us, thinking we were clever, went to the Monterey
Airport to purchase high octane Aviation Gas. Little did we know that although Aviation Gas has a higher octane
than street pump gas, it is not suited for cars.
After 2000, Laguna Seca became a much more intense event, compared to the early 90s. This intensified in
2015 when I got into racing. The trailer arrival trend was now reality, with 80% or more of the cars arriving this
way. Racing was big. Time Trials was now a feeder for racing and PDS had evolved into a feeder for Time Trials.
It was the natural progression of things.
With the advent of racing in 1994 we had three groups: Red, Orange and Green and some Time Trial groups as
well. This provided a place for the newly arrived drivers to slug it out in a gentlemanly fashion in Green. I initially
started racing at Laguna Seca in Orange and was passed by nearly everyone. It got boring. Jeff Melnick, our
Competition Director, took pity on me and moved me into Green so I could pretend to be a racer and boost my
confidence. It worked and I returned to Orange and raced there for 10 years from 2005 to 2015.
From 2006 for about five years, the Club was able to get an August track date for Laguna Seca, but only if
we promised to support a charity. The charities we chose were the Make a Wish Foundation and Juvenile
Diabetes. One year we raised over $100,000 three ways: A silent auction with some incredible items which
were provided by our generous members. A “live” auction with the most notable auctioneer: Drew Waterhouse.
He was that good. You’d buy things you would never need. (I still have two items I have never claimed: a condo
stay in Mexico and a gourmet dinner accompanied with fine wine.) And the third money generator was a wine
tasting event, better described as a wine swilling event. It was very popular.
Being a grape grower at the time, I had the connections which provided me the opportunity to round up about
100 bottles of donated wine from various Paso Robles wineries. Don Matz and others helped me put on the
event, and we were able to convince some winemakers to come and pour their wine. One such notable was
Stephan Asseo from L’Aventure Winery. He caught the driving “disease” at one of these events driving lunch
“parade laps” and is still with us today racing his Spec Boxster. After about five years, the Laguna Seca track
management dropped their requirement to support a charity in exchange for an August date and this ended
our POC fundraising endeavors.
Fast forward to this year’s Laguna Seca event: Awesome. Intense competition in the Red and Orange race
groups, as well as the Open Passing Time Trial group where I find myself. Reflecting on the past with POC is a
great opportunity to see how we’ve changed and continue to change.

Laguna Seca Imagery
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ALPINESTARS
WINNERS

One of our new sponsors, Alpine Stars, was onhand to award prizes to the first, second and third place finishers
in both Orange and Red Cup races. Here are a few of the lucky winners!

POC UTOCROSS
SCHEDULE

Sept. 8th
Oct 27th
Nov. 17th
Dec. 15th

AAA Speedway
El Toro
El Toro
El Toro

AUTOCROSS RESULTS
San Pedro 8.18.19

Track Rat Movie Night
Track Rat Movie Night kicked off its inaugural event as a
group of POC racers and time trailers met up to see the film
production of Garth Stein’s The Art of Racing in the Rain
and enjoy dinner together. If you haven’t read the book, pick
it up. The story line, as told by the racer’s dog Enzo, follows
Denny Swift, an up and coming racer, who learns that the
techniques needed on the racetrack are readily applicable
to life. Best line from the movie: “When it rains, it doesn’t
rain on Denny.” Like the kids who emulate their favorite
characters in their Super Hero costumes and Princess
dresses, the Racers who are the best sports wore their
driving suits to the theater. It made for a great conversation
with fellow movie attendees. A great evening of fun with our
racing family.

In Memoriam

Don Neville
3/13/34 to 5/27/19

Our POC family lost one of it’s own recently.
Don Neville was one of the most friendly and
loved members of our club. Our sympathies go
out to all of Don’s family and friends.
He will be missed.

Join us in welcoming
the latest of our sponsors
to join the POC Family–Taormina

Welcome

Taormina
Racing...
the latest sponsor
to join the
Porsche Owners Club.

Taormina Racing...

Taormina Racing is proud to be the world’s only

Advancing the art of the

reproducer of cast, flat 6 Porsche engine cases, specifically of the

Mezger flat 6 engine case in

964 3.6 variety. Paraphrasing Ferry Porsche, we looked around

many different forms.

the market and couldn’t find the flat 6 case of our dreams – so

We also make:

we made our own! Our cases aren’t just a copy, they are a vast

• 964 Chain Boxes
• 964 Hybrid Cam Towers

improvement over the originals. Made of prime American ingot

• Billet Oil Filter Console

aircraft grade A356 aluminum, our cases are made right here in

• The world’s only
patented rebuildable
piston squirter

California from foundry to machining. Our cases feature many
items as standard that you would normally pay big money to
machine – larger cylinder spigots, boat tailing, shuffle pinning,
and much more.
Don’t start your build by rehabbing a 30 year old case –
buy a new one that you can literally take out of the box
and start building!
Please go to our WEB site or call us for further information:

www.taorminaracingdesigns.com
adam@taorminaracingdesigns.com
310-892-2235

WINDING ROAD RACING
R A C E

G E A R

+
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the Pilgrimage

C A R S

OFFICIAL PORSCHE OWNERS CLUB SPONSOR
WHAT YOU NEED TO GO FASTER

Fountain Valley, CA Store: 657-859-9557
Online Store: WindingRoadRacing.com | Austin Store: 512-994-0656 | Bowling Green, KY Store: 270-777-4509
Race Cars for Sale: Showroom.WindingRoad.com

Contingency Program: WRRSponsorship.com

INTERMEDIATE SHAFT BEARING UPGRADE KITS FOR M96 AND M97 ENGINES
THE FIRST. THE ORIGINAL.
FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR ENGINE.

US Patent 9,687,974 B2

US Patent 8,992,089 B2 | US Patent 9,416,697 B2 | US Patent 9,909,469

Eliminates ball bearing completely
Easy oil changes with spin-on oil ﬁlter
Pressure-fed plain bearing, like in
Mezger engine

Integrates dual-row bearing in place
of the original single-row
Custom hybrid ceramic ball bearing
Billet bearing cap / ﬂange

THE MOST TRUSTED AFTERMARKET CYLINDERS

NO CAST IRON. NO COMPROMISES.
BILLET ALUMINUM CONSTRUCTION
LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY ON PLATING
MAXIMUM COOLING, HORSEPOWER AND STRENGTH
YOUR CHOICE OF PISTONS
PRECISION PERFORMANCE
SINCE 2002

LNENGINEERING.COM | 125 GLADIOLUS ST., MOMENCE, IL 60954 INFO@ LNENGINEERING.COM | PHONE 815-472-2939

We have a world of resources at our ﬁngerrps. Through our Virtuoso partnership
we oﬀer exclusive access to ameniies, upgrades, concierge services, and
on-the-ground local assistance to create your unforgeeable experience.
We are proud to be a sponsor of the Porsche Owners Club. From weekend
getaways to longer vacaaons, we collaborate with you on all of your travel
dreams. Because it’s not about one trip of a lifeeme, it’s about a lifeeme of
extraordinary trips.
A nywhere. Anyyme. Anyway.
Porsche Owners Club
Personal Travel Concierge
1.800.617.3709
poc@tangerinetravel.com
www.TangerineTravel.com

CRAIG
STANTON
Performance Driving School

Craig Stanton is one of sports car
racing’s top coaches. With over 30
years of racing experience as a professional driver, crew chief, and coach
and currently coaching for Porsche
Pirelli Trophy West and Ferrari Challenge series teams. Craig and his
team of professional instructors are
able to take their real world experience into training the enthusiast for
safe and fun performance driving.

Performance Driving Program
September 16 – Streets of Willow
September 17 – Big Willow
LEARN IN YOUR CAR
RENTAL CARS AVAILABLE
BRAKING & HANDLING
SKILLS

NOVICES – ADVANCED GROUPS
CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
LEAD – FOLLOW ON TRACK
LAPPING SESSIONS

Advanced Racer Clinic
September 18 & 19 Big Willow
RACING STRATEGY
RACE STARTS
PRACTICE RACE
RACE CRAFT

SIDE BY SIDE RACING
PASSING TECHNIQUES
DEFENDING
MANAGING THE RACE

Investment: $895 (1 Day) $1,750 (2 Days)

CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER CALL: 949-770-2888
EMAIL: JSALZERDC@GMAIL.COM

Upcoming Events...

Spring Mountain

Auto Club Speedway

Includes Cup, Time Trial, PDS and
our 2nd Racers Clinic of the year.
Sign up now for what’s sure to be
an exciting weekend of racing!

Our popular
“TRIPLE CROWN”
Come on out and run the
Roval...Cup, Time Trial and PDS!

Register Today!

Register Today!

Auto Club Speedway

2018 POC Yearbook

October 5-6

September 7-8

September 8, 2019

A great way to have fun
while improving your driving
abilities... For “newbies”
and veterans alike!
Instructors available.

Our entire 2018 season
captured with dynamic
photos and great articles.
If you haven’t received
yours yet, be sure to order
one today!

Register Today

Check Us Out!
Be sure to check out the POC
website for our 2019 schedule of
events and to stay current on PDS,
Time Trial and Cup Racing standings.

And, don’t miss the Official POC
Facebook Page with photos, videos
and comments from our members.
VELOCITY
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